Moosebr eat h, ©Mai ne

By Bob Jenseni us
Cast

June Mdcal f- mddl e aged, busi nesswoman, coping with a
t eenage daughter, a divorce and own ethical standards

Kristel- a recalcitrant teenager; daughter of June

Meredith- m ddl e aged, arrogant busi nesswonen; gets what she

want s

W bur Nutts- 20 to 40 years old; |arge, obnoxious man;
i kes beer, wonmen and septic tank trucks

Jayne Summers- twenties to thirties, dancer- trying to earn
enough noney to recover froma job threatening accident;

street smart

Eli Bean- adult (any age) neek and weak former accountant

M. Smith- mddl e aged, arrogant busi nessnan; gets what he

want s

Scene 1
(The play opens in a fairly nodest | ooking office.
There is a desk located in the office. In front of
the desk is one chair. There is also a couch
across the stage fromthe desk. There are three
signs in the office: Drug test required for
enpl oynent, No Snoking, MBA on the Wall. There are
up to three doors. One is to the outside, the



second is marked bathroom and a third door that

|l eads to nore offices. |If need be, the second
door can be used to lead to both the bathroom and
nore offices. Located on the floor is an exercise
machi ne, the Thi ghgooser 16000 [any “bi ke |ike”
exerci se machine will do; production note one].
Al'so |l ocated on the floor is a life size cardboard
figure of a distinguished person [Meredith] in

wor kout cl othes, and a coat rack. A pile of

résunmes is lying on the desk.)

(The door opens and JUNE M DCALF and her daughter
KRI STEL enter the office fromthe outside door.
When JUNE and KRI STEL enter, the wind hows. JUNE
struggles to close the door. JUNE wal ks briskly
to the coat rack renoving the first l[ayer of

winter clothes. She is a mddl e age professional -

| ooking lady. Kristel is a recalcitrant

t eenager.)
June
Kristel, let me check to make sure | have a spare set

of keys and then you can take the car to school.
Kri st el
This has got to be the worst time of ny life. How

could this happen to ne?

June
(still renoving | ayers of clothes and | ooking for
keys)

| know that things have changed but |'’msure we'll be

able to work them out.



Kristel
Wrk them out...Do you know what ny |ife has been like
since Dad developed a md-life crisis and ran off with
some binbo. |I'mthe only teenager who'lIl have a
st epnot her whose bust size is |larger than her 1Q

June
Al though it’s tenpting let’s not make fun of your soon
to be step nom Besides your father said he was
attracted to her critical thinking ability.

Kristel
Vell | hear that her “critical thinking abilities” are
silicone breast inplants. Sort of gives new neaning to
words artificial intelligence.

June
Oh look I've found nmy keys. Gve ne a kiss and you can
head to school. We'Il talk about this tonight.

Kristel
School, you call Mosebreath H gh a school.

June
Kristel we just got here, why don’t you give it a
chance.

Kristel
The Moosebreath H gh Mboses and Moosetts! Gve ne a
life.

June
Well as | recall your old school in New York was know
as the Shining Knights.

Kristel
Don’t you renenber anything. Qur class voted to change

the nane to somet hing nore neani ngful. Sonething



synbolizing our place in the world. Not sone dunb

ani mal .
June

And what woul d that be?
Kristel

The Shini ng Vol vos.

June
The Shining Volvos.Well it sounds to ne like being in a
school with some traditional values won't be so bad.

Kristel
| just can’t understand why Aunt Meredith would do this
to me. Just because Dad dunped you.

June
Kristel you' re starting to test my patience. Renenber
your Aunt Meredith promised ne we’'d only be here | ong
enough to hire a sales division. Let’'s just try to get
al ong.

Kristel
Mom that’'s your problem you just want to get al ong.
Meanwhi | e you' re nothing but the doormat of the world
being tranpled on by Aunt Meredith and Dad. Wen
grow up I’mnot going to have people walk all over ne.
I’ ma shining Vol vo.

June
"1l see you tonight. Love you and please give it a

chance. “OK"?



Kristel
(KRI STEL wal ks out the door)
I’d do anything to get back to New York
(Phone rings)
June
Moosebr eat h, Mai ne divi sion, Thi ghgooser 16000- the
stinmulating way to | ose weight- June Mdcalf speaking.
(lights go up on a corner of the stage. A mddle-
aged lady is on the phone, see production note 2)
Meredith
(voice full of airs and a little whiney)
Hell o June, this is Meredith. How are you doi ng?
June
Why Meredith how nice of you to call
Meredith
How are things in a --- where is it that you are?
June
I’min Mosebreath Maine, Meredith. Renenber you told
me starting a new sales division would hel p ne get over
di vorci ng your brother. What’'s up? (rather short)
Meredith
The reason | called is to rem nd you of the type of
enpl oyees | want in ny conpany: dom nantly fenmale,
athletically trim well spoken, with a background of
j obs that merchandi se to an upscal e market.
June

Meredith you know I’'Il only hire the cream of the crop.



Meredith
There’s one nore thing, our annual sales contest starts
in one week and |l asts for six nonths. This year’s
prize is $30,000 and three trips for two to Barbados.
June
That sounds interesting. Wien will | be getting the
i nf ormati on?
Meredith
Oh you' Il be getting it realllly soon. Good |uck June.
June
Goodbye Meredith. Always a pleasure to talk with you.
Meredith
Goodbye June.(firmy puts down phone, picks phone up
i mredi ately and di al s)
Meredith
(said with a touch of meanness)
Is this the Roe Detective Agency. | want her out of ny
life, out of ny conpany and ny niece back with ny
brother. Now what are you going to do about it?
Meredith
A what ?
Meredith
G eat idea, great idea. (Meredith hangs up the phone)
|’ve got to get to work.
(area goes dark around MEREDI TH)
June
(si ghs)
Bet ween recal citrant teenagers and getting divorced,

"1l be glad when this chapter of nmy life is over.



June
(Phone rings)
Moosebr eat h, Mai ne divi sion, Thi ghgooser 16000, the
stimulating way to | ose weight, June Mdcalf speaking.
June
What ? Who are you? What do you nean | can’t win the
contest.? Because she’s going to fire nme as soon as ny
repl acenent is trained? Downsized? That’'s why she
sent nme to Moosebreath! Get even? Hello, hello ?
June
Hrmmmm.ri gged contest, fire ne, replace ne..mybe
Kristel has sonmething ...maybe | am a doornmat... maybe
I[’mnot going to stand by and get downsi zed out of ny
job and ny marriage. Maybe I will get even! .Now if I
could only figure out how.
(There is a knock at the door and a | arge unkenpt
man enters. The man slans the door as the air

how s.)
W | bur

Hey, are you June?
June

Yes, |I’m June M dcalf.
W | bur

I"’m W I bur Nutts. Sone |ady down at the unenpl oynment
office told ne | had to apply for sone jobs to keep ny
unenpl oyment ...so here | am

June
May | call you WI bur?



W | bur

My friends call nme “Big”. You may call ne anything you
like. It don't matter to ne.
June

["11 call you Wlbur if you dont mnd. Please, have a
seat and tell ne about your |ast job.

(WLBUR t akes a seat)

W | bur
Vell, I was a | ead hel per on a septic punping truck.
You know it don’t get no better than that. Driving
around all day, opening up septic systens- discovering
what’s inside. You d be surprised at all the things
that float to the top.
Do you want to hear? There was...

June
Please Wlbur. Tell nme, if you liked the job so nuch,
how conme you’'re not working there any |onger?

W | bur
It was ny boss.

June
What was wong with your boss?

W | bur
The boss accused ne of having too many beers—and | was
on ny own tine.

June
If I may ask ...exactly how many beers did you have?

W | bur

Two.



June

(St at ed somewhat guarded)
That seens reasonable for a man of your size.

W | bur
You got that straight honey--- ain’t nobody tells
W bur Nutts what he can drink for breakfast.
(Bel ches) Only had one this norning.

June
Wl bur if you nmust belch say pardon nme. Now, please
conti nue...

W | bur
Let ne show you, because this is the good part. Let’s
say that this is the septic tank. (WLBUR wal ks in a
big circle) Nowlet’'s say this is the boss. (WLBUR
brings the figure of MEREDI TH). But you know the boss
man don’t | ook like that lady; he’'s a big, fat, ugly,
crude man. Ain't got no sophisticati on—know what |
mean?

June
| can just inmagine.

W | bur
The boss man says, “Big, have you been drinking” got
right in ny face you know. He invaded ny pleasure
zones.

June
Pl easure zones?

W | bur

Yeah, got right in ny pleasure zones.



June
Don’t you nmean personal space?

W | bur
What ever, anyhow he started to say things |ike: Last
week you told a lady custoner that if she wouldn’t eat
so nmuch she wouldn’t flush so nuch, and the system
woul dn’t get cl ogged so nuch. Now you cone to work
wi t h al cohol on your breath.

(WLBUR junps to the other side of the inaginary

circle)

June
| shouldn’t ask, but what happened next?

W | bur
Way | just grabbed himby the waist and threw himin
the septic tank

(WLBUR throws the figure of MEREDI TH in the

i magi nary septic tank)

June
That’ s di sgusting !

W | bur
Disgusting-1’'11 tell you what’s disgusting - when the
boss man went in the septic tank he splashed all over
nmy boots and pants.

(puts his foot on the desk)
See!

June
Pl ease get your foot off mnmy desk!

(WLBUR sits down)

10



Wl bur, a few nore questions to neasure applicant flow.

What ' s your gender?

W | bur
My what ?
June
Wll | guess I’mgoing to have to nmake you a mal e. How

woul d you descri be your physique? Trim average, stout.
W | bur
My what ?
June
Stand up W bur.
June
Now try to put your shoul ders back and suck in your
stomach. Cl ose enough—average- you can sit down now.
W | bur
Hey, |’ m not sure what part of ny body ny physique is,
but honey | can tell you that ain’t nobody has ever
called WIlbur "Big" Nutts average.
June
| can believe that. Just one nore question-bi d you

work wi th upscal e custoners?

W | bur
| can answer that one-- | sure did. |’ve punped out
some of the finest septic tanks in Mosebreath. 1In

fact the richer they were the happier they were to see
me. Do you know why?

June

(growing a little inpatient)
No W bur.
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W | bur
Because they won’'t use no tree. Yep, won't use a tree.
(shakes head) Onh sure maybe it’s a little inconvenient
to use a tree when there’s three feet of snow on the
ground and a 40 mle per hour wind. But hey who cares.
Ain't nothing going to fall off.

June
Pl ease W bur.

W | bur

(on a roll)
Here's the best part. |If | pulled up and the
honmeowners | ooked |ike they'd been holding it for a
long tine, you know, really dancing around a lot, |'d
tell themthe truck was broken, just to watch them
dance sonme nore. (laughs) | just can't wait to get
enough noney to get ny own truck.

June
One nore question in this area. How would you rate
your ability to qualify a buyer?

W | bur
Qualify a buyer?

June
Let’s see if | can relate it to sonething you would
understand. Hymm Here is the best exanple | think you
can relate to, and Betty Friedan if you are |istening,
pl ease forgive ne. You know when you go into a bar
| ooki ng for, how should |I put this, action?

W | bur

Yeah | can relate to that.
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June
You know how you | ook at each girl to determ ne which
one to ask out based on how easy she | ooks. That way
you won’'t waste a lot of tine.

W | bur
Ww, you're smarter than | thought.

June
Well Wl bur, in business qualifying a buyer works the
same way. You try to size themup to nake sure they're
a good match for your product and can afford to pay.
That way you don’t waste a |ot of tinme on hopel ess
causes.

W | bur
So you want to know if | can tell if soneone is
sophi sticated and has a | ot of bucks? Wy didn't you
say so in the beginning?

June
Vel |
W | bur
That’'s easy, in the septic business we call it the tree
test.
June
The tree test?
W | bur

Yep, to apply the tree test you | ook at the person and
ask yourself this question. |If there were three feet
of snow on the ground, a wind at 30 m|es per hour, 6
bel ow, and the septic tank was cl ogged, would he or she

use a tree?
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June
What are you tal king about ?

W | bur
If the answer was yes, we’d charge themthe regul ar
rate. But, if the answer was no, we’ d charge them 20%
nore. The boss man thought that if they were too dunb
not to use a tree, they were also too dunb to realize
we were charging them 20% nore!

June
| hate to admt it but that’'s an interesting take on
how to qualify a buyer.

W | bur
(still on aroll)
Vell, the next tine you' re out in public, like at a

play or professional westling match, | ook around to
the people next to you and ask yourself this question.
(WLBUR faces the audi ence) Wuld he or she use a tree?
If the answer is no, |I’'d nove to another seat.
June
(di sgust ed)
Do you use drugs?
W | bur
You won’t catch me using no drugs. (WLBUR bel ches)
June
Didn’t you have beer for breakfast?
W | bur

Don’t start messing with my pleasure zones!
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June

(under her breath)
| think 1"ve just figured out how to get even.
Corporate inmage uh .\Well Meredith, as they say in the

beer business, “This one’s for you”.

June
Wl bur, youre ny type of man. | think you'll make a
nice fit in our corporate culture.

W | bur
So you |like what you see in the Big Nutts. Well | ain’t

surprised. Mybe we could have a couple of six packs
together. Normally, nmy wonen are younger, but hey,
it’s 9 amon a Monday and after a few six-packs, who
cares.

June
W lbur, this is strictly a business relationship. And

in this business we have policies on sexual conments.

W | bur
Hey, no sweat, | thought a couple of conceptiona
adults could have sone fun- oh well, there' re fresher

fish in the sea.
June
That’ s consensual adults. Take this enploynent form
go over there and conplete it.
(WLBUR heads for the couch and bel ches)
June
And W I bur, please, when you bel ch, say pardon ne.
June
| can’'t believe I've |Iowered nyself to take a drug test

for soneone just to get even.
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(JUNE pul | s out envel ope marked in big letters--
Drug Testing Kit, takes cup fromkit. Looks at
cup and starts to get up from behind desk. There
is a knock on the door. The door opens, and wi nd
can be heard. A young shapely lady enters. She
is dressed in jeans and a |l ong coat. Underneath
she is wearing a sweater. She struggles to close
the door. After sone effort, she gets the door
cl osed).
Jayne

I's this Thi ghgooser 160007
June
(wal ks over to greet Jayne)

Yes it is.
Jayne

H, |I'’mJayne Sumers. |'’mhere to apply for the job.
June

Hello, 1’mJune Mdcalf. Please hang-up your coat and

we can tal k.
(WLBUR wat ches intently, JUNE puts the cup to th
side and wal ks to desk )
Jayne
Here's ny resune’. (Pulls out a winkled piece of
paper)
June
Jayne, | see fromyour resunme that you worked at a
pl ace called Twin Topl ess Towers Two. Can you tell ne
what you di d?
Jayne

| was a dancer.

e
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June
Jayne the job you're applying for is in sales. It
i nvol ves building client rel ationships, not dancing.
Do you have any work experiences that brought you in
cl ose contact with upscal e custoners?

Jayne
The cl oser the better.

June
Tell me about your attitude toward customer service.

Jayne
Al ways give the custonmer what he wants, and nore, but
never, never screw him

June
That’s a bit of a pejorative answer, but overal
acceptable. Jayne, | know we’ve only tal ked for a very
brief time, and you' re very inpressive; but, this is a
uni que job and you may not be a good fit in this
organi zation--- you are sort of, ah, normal. 1’1l be
I n touch.

Jayne
Wait a mnute, can't we talk? | only need to work | ong
enough to get ny boobs repaired.

June
Excuse ne.

Jayne
That’ s right ny boobs burst and | need to get them
repaired so | can go back to ny old job. Do you want

to hear nore?
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June
(done like Joe Friday of Dragnet)
Just the facts na’am You say your boobs burst?
Jayne
(in a matter of fact manner)
That’ s right, | was riding ny bike and ny boobs burst.
June
Where were you riding your bike when your boobs burst?
Jayne
My boobs burst while I was riding nmy bike in Boston.
June
What caused your boobs to burst in Boston while riding
your bike?
Jayne
I lost ny balance riding ny bike, hit a bus and ny
boobs burst in Boston.
June
What happened after you | ost your bal ance riding your
bi ke, hit the bus causing your boobs to burst in
Bost on?
Jayne
I lost ny bal ance on ny bike, hit a bus, fell on ny
butt, bounced on ny boobs and they burst in Boston.
June
What were you doing in Boston, on a bike, where you
| ost your bal ance, hit a bus, fell on your butt,
bounced on your boobs and they burst?
Jayne

Buyi ng baked beans.
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June
Let’s get this straight- while riding your bike to buy
baked beans in Boston, you |ost your balance, hit a
bus, fell on your butt, bounced on your boobs and they
bur st ?

Jayne
Bi ngo...and now | am savi ng for new ones.

June
I"’mreally sorry to hear about your m sfortune, but
what does that have to do with your previous
enpl oynent ?

Jayne
It’s like this: no big boobs, no big bounce, no big
bucks.

June
What ki nd of dancer were you anyway?

Jayne
Topl ess, what kind did you think?

June
Vll | certainly didn't think that kind. How could you
do such a thing?

Jayne
What’ d you nean, “How could I do such a thing?” |It's a

living and a good one.
June
It’s not ny definition of a good living.
Jayne
And what gives you the right to decide what’s a good
living? An MBA on the wall?
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June

(Points to sign that says “MBA on the Wall")
| do have an “MBA on the Wall”, see, but that’s not the
point. The point is we all nmake choices in life and in
my opinion that’'s a pretty poor choice, and very risky.

Jayne
Right, like | had a |lot of choices. Besides, what do
you nean very risky?

June
| nean Aids, Herpes, Syphilis, Gonorrhea, Hepatitis A,
B...

Jayne
Wait just a mnute, you may have a MBA on the wall but
let me rem nd YOU of ny definition of customer service.
Al ways give the custoners what he wants, and nore, but
never, never screw him” Bet they never taught you
that in your fancy MBA School .

June
They did but it took twelve courses and thirty thousand
dollars. Look, | guess | got too judgnental. | stil
don’t approve of what you did, but that’s not what’'re
here to tal k about.

Jayne
Maybe | got too defensive about nmy profession, it’'s
just that | grew up on the Lower East Side of
Mbosebreath and had to be street smart to survive.
June you asked the question and | gave you an honest

answer. Now, do | have the job or not?
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June
Just a few nore questions. Have you ever been
convicted of a crine?

Jayne

M sdeneanor or fel ony?

June
Fel ony.

Jayne
No.

June

Good, Jayne you seemto neet the corporate profile-
ri ght gender, good physique, etc. One nore hurdle we
have to get over for ne to offer you the job.
Jayne
What’' s that?
June
Wuld you be willing to take a drug test?
Jayne
How about in 48 hours?
June
On second thought don’t worry about it. Wy don’'t you
go over there and conplete the rest of this enpl oynent
form
(JAYNE wal ks over to the couch as WLBUR eyes up
JAYNE. JUNE gets out another drug test kit, takes
out the cup, and exits to bathroom
June
| can’t believe how low |I’m sinking (heads to the

bat hroomwi t h cup).
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W | bur

(gets up)
Boy you really stuck it to the boss woman. You reni nd
me of John Wayne toil et paper.

Jayne
What ?

W | bur
Yep, John Wayne toil et paper all right.

Jayne
What are you tal king about ?

W | bur
In the septic truck business we say people |like you
rem nd us of John Wayne toil et paper.

Jayne
And just why do | rem nd you of John Wayne toil et
paper ?

W | bur

(done li ke John Wayne)
Because you are rough, and tough, and don’t take no
crap off of nobody!

Jayne
Are you nuts?

W | bur

(The first part is done |like: Bond, Janes Bond, in

a deep voi ce)
Wiy yes, ...My nanme is Nutts, WIbur Nutts. My friends
call ne “Big”. | guess you've heard about ny
reputation with the babes. Maybe we can grab sone beer

at the Moosebreath Inn and Gun Enporium
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Jayne
I"d rather grab a barbed wire fence you...
W | bur

Yeah well | think you're...

(JUNE exits the bathroom and clears throat JAYNE

and WLBUR grunble and sit. There is knock at the

door; the door opens, and the wind hows. A nman

starts to fall through the door. He struggles to

shut the door)
June
W1l sonmeone shut the door.
W | bur
Yeah | can.
(Wth one hand WLBUR sl ans the door. The man
falls flat on his face with a | arge
bang as he hits the floor. WLBUR dust off his
hands and wal ks back to this seat)
W | bur
VWhat a w np.
Eli
Chhhh
June
Are you all right?
Eli
| think everything is all right except for ny face,
| eft shoul der, right knee, both shinbones and snal |
interior toe on ny left foot.
June

H 1’mJune Mdcalf. (takes Eli’s coat)
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Eli
(ELI sits on the couch and struggles with his
r ubber s)
H 1’mEi Bean; (continues to struggle) |I always have
trouble getting nmy rubbers off; wll sonebody hel p
pl ease?
Jayne
(JAYNE wal ks to ELI's feet)
Here |l et nme see what | can do.
W | bur
Looks |ike you got two pros helping you in that area.
June
W bur 1’ve warned you once before about those types of
coment s.
June
(JUNE hol ds ELI’'s shoul ders and JAYNE hol ds the
r ubber s)
Now on the count of three: One, two, and three.
(JUNE pulls one way and JAYNE pul |l s the other.
ELI's pants conme flying off in JAYNE s hand. EL
is wearing boxer shorts and socks up to
his knees. ELI is imrediately enbarrassed and
starts to cover up.)

Jayne
Three weeks out of the business and |I still have ny
touch. Not bad, not bad at all

Eli

G ve ne ny pants back; | do have ny self-respect. (EL
grabs the pants out of JAYNE s hands and puts themin
front of him This is enbarrassi ng—

24



W | bur
If I looked like that I’ d be enbarrassed too.

June
M. Bean just ignore him why don’t you cone over to ny
desk and we can tal k.

(ELI trenbles as he wal ks, pants covering his

front or, if tinme permts, he puts themon )

June
Tell me about your previous enpl oynent?

Eli
I’ man accountant and owned nmy own accounting agency.

June
What happened to your business?

Eli
Too nmuch excitenent.

June
Too nmuch excitenent in an accounting firm-could you
el abor at e?

Eli
Excuse ne a m nute.

(ELI stands, takes out a nose inhaler, and

proceeds to breathe in and out.

As he exhal es his total body trenbles)
I’msorry but every tine | think about ny accounting
firml start to hyperventilate.

June
Are you “OK"?
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Eli
| think so. It’s all those 1044’s. They just got to
be too nuch. | started to gain weight and take on
aggressive characteristics. | hope it doesn’'t show too
much in this interview

June
No, | don’t think you have to worry about that. El
this is a sales job. For ne to better evaluate how
you'd do as a salesperson I'd like to do a little role-
playing. Let’'s pretend that |I’ma potential custoner
and | want you to try to sell nme your accounting
service. Understand?

Eli
["11 do nmy best.

June
And renenber, | want to see how you handl e and overcone
obj ections. Now go ahead get up and |let ne see you
pretend that you are going to nake a sal es call

Eli
Vel l fine.

(ELI wal ks around, nakes a knocki ng noi se)

June
Wo is it?

Eli

(inatimd voice)
This is Eli Bean.

June

(1 oud)

What do you want Bean?
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Eli
Vell, ah, | own the “Eli the Bean Counter Bean
Accounting Service” and wanted to know i f you needed
any accounting?

June
You're the third sales person that’s called today, now
go away and don't ever cone back!!

Eli
“OK” (ELI turns, head drooped, proceeds to quickly walk
to the door)

June
Eli conme back . Eli, that was very well|l done.
Eli
It was?
June
Yes Eli, today there are so many sal espeopl e that just

push, push, push. But you Eli, sized up the situation
I mredi ately, and went away.
Eli
Way thank you! | pride nyself on knowi ng how to handl e
tricky situations.
June
Just a couple nore things to conplete
Physique - trimis the word
Conmruni cation skills —excel |l ent
Upper class —in Mosebreath Miine, you bet
Gender — Hmm |If female is what Meredith wants, fenale

is what she gets!
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June
Eli, I"'mgetting alittle tired going to the bathroom
| don’t think you'll have any probl ens passing a drug

test, do you?

Eli
NO
June
Thank Goodness!
Eli

Because | only take prescription drugs.
June
Prescription drugs. Wat kind?
Eli
| only have a few prescriptions.
(ELI reaches in has pocket and starts to pull out
pill bottles)
For instance | have high dose Pepcid for my ulcer,
(pl ops down bottle) twi ce a day.
(pull's out another bottle ) Prozac for ny nerves, four
ti mes a day.
(pull's out another bottle) Sudafed as a decongestant,
as needed.
(pull's out another bottle) Doxycycline Hyclate for ny
irritable bowel, once a day.
June
Stop Eli, | get the picture.
Eli

But I want you to know | don’t take aspirin, bad for ny

st omach.
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June
That’s fine Eli, please go over there and have a seat
on the Thi ghgooser 16000.
(JUNE wal ks over to the water cooler up and gets a
dri nk)
| didn't spend this nmuch tinme in the bathroom when
was ni ne nont hs pregnant.
(ELI wal ks over to the Thi ghgooser 16000, and gets
on. WLBUR and JAYNE wal k over to the Thi ghgooser
16000, June foll ows)
June
(going into an obvious sales pitch; ELI starts the
wor kout )
This is the Thi ghgooser 16000 the stinulating way to
| ose wei ght. As Eli swings into action you can see
the calories leaping off his taut body. Every notion
of the Thighgooser is designed to maxim ze efficient
calorie loss. After only two and one-half weeks the
average weight loss is well over 17 ounces.
Many of you are asking yourself, Howis this different
fromthe hundreds of exercise products you see
advertised ad nausea on TV every day of your life?
Eli
Ms. Mdcalf I’mstarting to get tired.
June
Just wait, |’ve saved the best for last. The secret
power button for the ultimte workout. This button has
seventeen different patents and is what nakes the
Thi ghgooser 16000 the ultimte stinulating workout
machi ne.
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(JUNE presses the button).

Eli

(junps out of seat)
Onhhh... Ahhhhhhhhhhh — (smiles and starts to peddl e
faster)

(phone rings)

June
Thi ghgooser 16000, the stinulating way to | ose wei ght -
June M dcal f speaki ng.

(lights go up on the side of the stage)

(MEREDI TH has her hand over the nout hpi ece of the

phone)
Meredith

(yel l'ing)
How was | to know she’d quit. Now | have to keep June
on until | can train sonmeone. That detective agency’s
plan better work. (renoves hand, pleasant voice) Hello
June it’s Meredith, I'"mafraid | have sone bad news.

June

(covers phone and nmunbl es to hersel f)
She couldn’t even fire me in person. And what m ght
t hat bad news be?

Meredith
Vll, | am afraid we’ve had a restructuring and its
going to affect you...

June
Excuse me Meredith. (covers the phone, glares at WLBUR
who trying to push ELI off the Thighgooser 16000 whil e
JAYNE struggles to keep himon)
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June
Al'l of you stop! (renoves hand from phone)

(WLBUR has made a fist toward JAYNE; JAYNE has

made a fist toward WLBUR and ELI is in the mddle

wi th his hands over his head ducking)

(sonmewhat nocki ngly)
I hope it doesn’t effect nme adversely, because |’ve
assenbl ed one of the nobst sophisticated, pleasantly
aggressive sales teans in the history of Thi ghgooser
16000. 1In fact they' ve just started to gel into one
great (pausing for a second) fighting unit.

Meredith
Well, that's good to hear, because you re going to be
I n Moosebreath, Maine for the foreseeable future.

June
I knew this was going to happen! 1’ve got the neanest
enpl oyee rights |awer and I (a change in voice as she
reali zes what was just said,) am am going to be in
Mbosebreath, Maine for the foreseeable future?
What do you nean |I’mgoing to be in Mosebreath, Mine
for the foreseeable future?

Meredith
Way yes June, | know you were planning to cone back to
New York, and you don’t know how di sappointed | amthat
things didn't work out the way | wanted. But for the
time being you are our nmin person in Mosebreath.

June

This is a joke, right?
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Meredith
June, you just told nme you have one of the nobst uni que
sal es teans a nmanager could want. | think you said, a
real fighting unit. Now go out there and sell the
Thi ghgooser 16000.

(MEREDI TH hangs up)

June/ Meredith

(I'n unison)
Great, not only do | have to put up with her for the
near future, but the Mosebreath, Mine division has a
real fighting sales team Geat, Just Geat!
End of scene one.

Scene Two
Si x nmonths | ater
(KRI STEL is tal king on the phone)
Kri st el
| can’t talk long, Momis in the next room Aunt
Meredith you promsed ne that if | cooperated you d get

me back to New York. | can’'t stand this place nuch
| onger .
Meredith
Kristel I told you to keep your mouth shut. 1’1] get

you back to New York. You know the pl an
Kristel
Wl |, which enployee is the spy?
Meredith
Look |I’ve got to keep ny distance so when things

happen, and | promise they will, it can’'t be traced
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back to me. | don’t know them and they don’'t know ne.
That’s why |’ musing a detective agency.
Kristel
In the end you' re sure this won’t hurt ny Mom
June
(of f stage)
Kristel
Kristel
Got to go. Bye
(JUNE cones in the roomfromthe interior door)
June
Kristel thanks for waiting. Before you |eave for
school here’'s a check for the senior trip.
Kristel
Momthe trip's to Boston to |look at tall buildings and
a baseball stadium Let ne try to contain ny
exci tenment.
(JUNE finishes witing the check, hands to
KRI STEL)
Mom | don’t want to go. Even half-dead peopl e who went
to school in the dinosaur days of the 70's woul dn’t
want to go.
June
Just take the check and sign up for the trip.
Kristel
Way woul d you |l et yourself get in this position?
June
(starting to | ose her cool)
|”’ve told you the reasons a million times: |I'’mmddle

aged, divorced, raising a teenage daughter, and have
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wor ked with the same conpany for twenty years.
Qpportunities just don’t cone knocking at ny door.
Kristel
vell!!
June
Real |y things are getting better. And besides, working
here has hel ped ne to get out of the shadow of ny ex-
husband and Meredith.
Kristel
That’ s easy for you to say...I’moff for another
exciting day as a Moosebreath Mosette.
June
Gve ne a kiss. Drive carefully. See you tonight.
(KRI STEL | eaves; JUNE wal ks over and stands by the
flip chart. JAYNE and ELI enter fromthe outside
door. On the flip chart in big letters are “Six
Month Sal es”.)
Eli
Ahhhh springtine in Mosebreath. (discouraged) Wat a
nor ni ng, what a norning, 23 degrees and |’ve |ost ny
mttens.
June
Where’'s Wl bur he's late.
(WLBUR burst through the door as the wi nd bl ows.
WLBUR is in shorts, is happy and has a suitcase;

puts suitcase by coat rack)
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W | bur
Ahhhhhh springtime in Mosebreath. What a norni ng!
What a norning! It was a |level five Mchael Jackson
alert...

Eli
What’'s a level five Mchael Jackson alert?

Jayne
You had to ask.

W | bur
You know how they cl assify earthquakes on that there
rectumscale. Well in the septic truck business we
classify non-tree users on the Mchael Jackson scal e.
A M chael Jackson | evel one |ooks Iike this.

(WLBUR crosses and arns)
And a full force level five Mchael Jackson | ooks |ike
this.

(WLBUR starts danci ng vigorously and doing the

noon wal k)

Jayne
And | thought some of ny custoners were weird!

June
Wl bur you' re late. Now take your seat. (WLBUR takes
his seat) 1’ve called this neeting for two reasons.
First, tonmorrow marks the end of the six-nmonth sales
cont est .

(JUNE flips the chart)

For reasons that are beyond ny ability to conprehend,
The Mbosebreath division is alnost tied for first place
with the New York City Division. (USE THE NAME OF THE
COVWUNI TY WHERE THE PLAY | S BEI NG PERFORMED) As of
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today’s date we have sold 4271 units and New York has
sold 4281 units (the flip chart has two bar graphs
showi ng Mbosebreath and New York). | don’t have to
rem nd you that there’'s a cash prize and trips to
Bar bados for the wi nning division. Any questions?
(GROUP starts to get up and | eave)
G oup
No.
June
I’mnot sure howto bring this up. Meredith has hired
an industrial psychol ogist to anal yze how sal es
di visions think. She wants us to take this
physi ol ogi cal test.
Jayne
What business is it of hers how we think or if we think
(l ooks at WLBUR), just as long as we sell?
June
| really don't want to debate this. “OK’ Let’s just
take the test so we can get back out and win the
cont est .
(JUNE passes out the test and pencils the others
take their seats)
W' re going to be taking two types of tests this
norning. The first one is analytical. Here' s an
exanpl e.
(She turns the next page on the flip chart-- the
guestion is witten on the chart. June reads the

flip chart. The audi ence can see the flip chart)
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Each player of a four-nenber hockey team John, Paul, George
and R ngo, skates with the puck and then passes it to
anot her player. The following is true about one pl ay.
John passed the puck to George.
Paul received the puck from R ngo.
Ri ngo skated with the puck before John.
Now t he questi on—who skated with the puck second?
(WLBUR starts to snore. JAYNE gives hima shove
to wake hi m up)
June
Pl ease, | know you don’t do this every day.
W | bur
What’s this good for anyway?
Eli
I think I have the answer.
June
You do. (somewhat amazed)
Eli

Yes the answer nust be Paul. (ELI | aughs)

June
(JUNE | ooks at the side of the paper)
Good Eli that’'s correct. Now the | ast test is verbal.

W bur, since you cane in |ate today why don’t you try
this one.
W | bur

Verbal is Iike words right.
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(JUNE nods her head yes)
W | bur
Wl bur the “Big Nutts” knows a | ot of words.
Especially in the category of |ove words.
(JUNE hands WLBUR a chal k sl ate)
June
(flips the chart)
Today’s final category is word association.
Here goes---Satellite is to Earth as:
(A) belt: pants
(B) glove: hand
(C) escalator: store
(D) bridge: bay
(E) water: soi
And renenber WI bur you have 30 seconds to wite down
your correct response.
(Lights dimwith a spotlight on WLBUR. As W LBUR
scratches his head he starts to wite. JUNE,
JAYNE, and ELI all humthe thenme to Jeopardy for
around 30 seconds. About hal fway through the song
W bur pulls out a washcloth and starts to w pe
his brow After he wipes his brow he rings out
t he washcloth. Wen the song is over.)
G oup
Dong, Dong
June
Wlbur time’s up. Wiat is the correct response to the

final question.
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W | bur
(WLBUR holds up the slate that says—water: soil)
June
W bur says the correct response is water: soil. And
the final answer is belt: pants

(JUNE flips up her own chart that says Belt:

Pant s)
Sorry W1 bur you re wong.
W | bur
Bi g deal! What does this have to do with cleaning a

septic tank or selling the Thi ghgooser 160007?
June
Pl ease all of you—Meredith has paid this industri al
psychol ogi st a | ot of nobney.
W | bur
Vell it sounds to nme |like Meredith bought the King' s
ol d cl ot hes.
Jayne
W bur you bonehead, that’s the Enperor’s new cl ot hes.
W | bur
Ain’t nobody calls Wlber “Big” Nutts a nane and gets
away with it.

June

Bot h of you, please, it’s 8:30 and we have to begin the

test.
W | bur
Wait, it’s 8:307 The Smith account is conming in

thirty m nutes.
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Eli
What Smith account?

W | bur
The Smith account that wants to order 400 Thi ghgooser
16000 for his 60 Bronze and Beer clubs. Wy that man
is so rich he’s got three septic tanks.

June
W bur, why didn’'t you say sonething ahead of tine so
we coul d prepare?

W | bur
The sale is alnost in the tank except for one thing.

June
What' s that?

W | bur
M. Smth don't |like no wonen or sissies selling him
sports equipnment. M. Smith says it just ain't manly
and don’t fit the imge of his custoners. He likes
strong, real nen.

(WLBUR | ooks at ELI).

June
What are you sayi ng?

W | bur
VWhat |'"msaying is that | told himl|l worked with al
strong, real nen.

June
Way that’s sexist!

W | bur
Vll, I don't knowif he's sexy or not. Al | knowis

| ain't getting no sale unless you re nen.
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June
| refuse. If he can’t buy fromwonen | don’t want the
sal e.

Jayne
Don't we need the sales to push us over the top and win
the sales contest?

Eli
Ms. Mdcalf if we don’t get the sale we won’t win the
contest and get the trip to Barbados. MW wfe is
counting on ne wnning the trip for two. She and her
not her are so |ooking forward to going. Ms. Mdcalf
(said neekly) if she doesn’'t get the trip she will get
very, very nasty.

June
| may not have nmuch in life but I do have ny
princi pl es.

W | bur
|’ ve heard the way you tal k about Meredith. You hate
her sliny guts. Yet you kiss up to her (WLBUR nakes a
ki ssing sound) to make noney. What’'s the difference?

June
She’s the owner of this conpany; not a sexist man who
| ooks down on wonen.

Jayne

(sai d enphatically)
She’ s a snob who | ooks down on both nmen and wonen who
don’t have noney. In nmy nmind there’s not a whole |ot

of difference between this Smith guy and Meredith. |'m
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happy to take BOTH their noney. In fact, it makes ne

feel superior.

June
| don’t like this one bit, but I'll give it a try.
W | bur
Now | brought sone cl othes from hone.
Jayne
Wl bur, I want you to know that |I'’mdoing this for the

noney, not for you.
(JAYNE and JUNE exit to change cl ot hes)
(WLBUR grabs ELI by the neck, half knocking him
off his feet)

Eli 1"mgoing to teach you how to act |ike a man.
Eli

But I ama man.
W | bur

What’ s your age?
Eli

(ELI stands very erect shaking slightly)
[’ m 32.

W | bur
Eli you re a disgrace. Thirty-two years old and you
haven’'t started your beer gut yet. Wiy when | was your
age | already had a fine beer gut going. Her e t ake
this and put it in your stomach

(WLBUR hands hima small pillow, ELI puts the

small pillow inside his shirt. WLBUR adjusts the

pill ow)
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Here, nmake sure it hangs over your belt.Now, let’s see

you wal k.
Eli
You want me to wal k?
W | bur
Yeah.
(ELI wal ks very erect across the room)
W | bur
Eli, you don’'t even walk |ike no man.
Eli
But ny nother taught nme to wal k this way.
W | bur
That’ s your problemEli---it was your nother.
Eli
Vel | .
W | bur

First, men don't walk with their shoulders like that.
(grabs Eli’s shoul ders and pushes them around) And
second, nen walk with their feet pointed out so they
can show off their bodies...now you try it.
(ELI wal ks back and forth with his feet pointed
slightly out, shoul ders drooped and fake gut
hangi ng out, arms stiff)

W | bur

Eli you have to swing your arnms a little |ike you, sort

of a, like you a, ...shot a big npose! Watch ne.
(WLBUR wal ks with his hands sw ngi ng, gut hangi ng
out, shoul ders drooped and feet pointed)

Now Eli, you try it.
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(ELI wal ks i ke before with his arnms sw ngi ng)

Eli, that was pretty good. Let ne see you sit in this

chair and put out your hand.
Eli

Why ?
W | bur

This is what God intended man to do with his hands.
(WLBUR pulls out a beer fromunder his shirt,

opens it, takes a slug and passes it to ELI; pulls

fromhis other pocket a TV renote control and
places it in ELI's other hand)
Eli
(ELI holds up the TV renvote)
What’' s this?
W | bur
It's a TV renot e!
Eli
You carry a TV renote wth you?
W | bur
Boy, do you have a lot to |earn. Every night across
this fine nation real nmen sit in front of the TV and
flip channels. The real pros can flip for hours.

Eli

WOWM-and their w ves don’t mind?
W | bur

O course their wives mnd Eli---that’s why nmen do it.
Eli

(1 ooks at ot her hand)
What’' s this?

44



W | bur
Beer .
Eli
| don’t think we should have beer at work. |'msure
that Ms. Mdcalf would think it violates conpany
policy and regul ati ons.
W | bur
Al'l | see around here are no snoking signs. Here, take
a sl ug.
(WLBUR pushes the can of beer to ELI's nonth and
forces himto take a slug)
Eli
(ELlI swal | ows sone beer and chokes on sonme as it
spills on his shirt)
Pl ease W bur, that was uncalled for.
W | bur
I"’monly trying to nmake you a nan.
Eli
(Bel ches quietly, gently pounds chest and quietly
says)
Par don ne.
W | bur
Eli what’s wong with you? (Shouting)
Eli
| said pardon me. I'’msorry, it’s just the beer went
down to quickly.
W | bur

Eli, you don’'t even belch |ike no man.
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Eli
| refuse, that’'s disgusting. Besides are you sure that
real nen bel ch?
W | bur
When | was punping out septic tanks | seen it a dozen
times. The man conmes hone, unbuttons his pol yester
suit, goes to his chair, gets his TV renote in one hand
and a drink in the other. Now if he's a real man, the
type that would use a tree, the drink of choice is
beer. If he’s a winpy non-tree using man he’ll have
some kind of a mxed drink |ike a, scotch and a, a,
(WLBUR is trying to think of a drink)-- prune juice.
And do you know what happens next ?..He bel ches.
Eli
Ch ny.
W | bur
Now stand up and wal k across the room Eli you m ght
call this your final exam
(ELI 1 ooks very serious as he crosses the roomto
start his wal k.)
W | bur
Eli thisis it, you really need to concentrate.
(ELI starts by slunping shoul ders; then turns feet
slightly out; tries to stick out stonach; then
starts to wal k swinging arnms, rounds the chair and
pl ops down in the chair; picks up TV renote and
makes a notion to turn on TV, picks up the beer

and takes a swi g, then | ooks up)
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Eli
Pl ease forgive ne nother. (a small belch) Ahhhhhhhh

W | bur
Congratul ations Eli you ve nade it; you re the cream
de-1 a-cream of nen.
| hereby anoint you Eli “little nuts” Bean.

(ELI stands up and shakes W LBUR s hand)
While you re up why don’t you get rid of that poster of
Meredith., |If M. Smth ever found out this conpany was
owned by a woman he woul d croak. Besides he wants a
poster of a macho man and a hot adoring woman to
attract customers.

(ELlI carries out two new |ife-size characters from

off stage. They are draped. The poster should be

of some well know person in the conmmunity.

W LBUR speaks as ELI places the life-size

characters next to the Thi ghgooser 16000.)
| called the hone office for posters and they referred
me to the New York City (substitute the area of the
performance, sanme as used in the flip chart) Division
of Thi ghgooser 16000. According to NYC D vision
they’ ve sent us the hottest couple in New York. Eli,
show ne New York s idea of the sexiest couple in the
city.

Eli

(undrapes the poster, looks at it, and shirks)
Ekkkkkkkkkkk (1t’s a picture of Rudy Guliani and
Hllary Cinton). Wat happened?

47



W | bur
Beats ne! | told them| wanted two people that caused
sparks to fly.
Eli
Oh Wl bur, for mddl e age people they re not bad
| ooking, but if that’s their definition of a hot
adori ng couple there nust be sone strange | ooking
peopl e wal ki ng around New York City. (CITY OF
PERFORVMANCE) But how do we explain it to M. Snith?
W | bur
| don’t know Eli; | ain’t no rocket surgeon
(JUNE and JAYNE enter dressed in mal e business
attire)
Jayne
This is the first time | played “dress up” for a nman
and was expected to keep ny clothes on.
June
| still don’t like this. (Looks at ELI) Eli what
happened to you?
W | bur
Do you two need a | esson on how to be a real man?
June

| have an ex-husband who's supplied nme with twenty

years of |essons on howto be a real nan. It’s not
exactly a DEMANDI NG ROLE. Were' s ny beer and TV
renote. |1'd love to help you around the house, it’s

just been a hard day and | need to unwind with sone six
packs (JUNE bel ches).

Eli
WOW W I bur was right.
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(There is knock at the door, WLBUR goes to answer
the door. M. SM TH steps through the door as the
wi nd how s.)
W | bur
I’d like to introduce you to Howard Reece Spaul di ng
Smth the third. M. Smth's parents cane to America on
t he Maypower (JUNE shakes her head) and he’ s the owner
of the Bronze and Beer cl ubs.
M. Smith
(very arrogant attitude; throws coat to WLBUR to
hang on coat rack )
I’ mhere to see the Thi ghgooser 16000, plus you
prom sed ne sonme posters.
June
(in a very mascul i ne voice)
H, I'"mJohn Mdcal f.
Jayne
(raspy nal e voice)
H, 1’ m Chuck Summers.
M. Smith
Haven't | met you before?
Jayne
| don’t think so.
M. Smith
| don’t have much time. Let’s see the machine and the
posters.
Jayne
(turning to JUNE, speaking softly)

He was a customer in Boston, not a very good tipper.
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M. Smth
The posters are perfect.
W | bur and El

They are?
M. Smith

Yes, they are the perfect “before” posters.
Eli

Wiy didn’t we think of that.
W | bur

M. Smth 1'd |like you to neet ah, ah, Rock Eli. (EL
wal ks over to neet R SMTH, starts to walk in his old
style then WLBUR clears his throat,)
Eli
Oh.
(goes into a slunp position, feet to the side, gut
hangi ng out, arnms sw ngi ng, M. Smth vigorously
shakes hand as Eli gets a pained | ook on his face)
M. Smth
(turns away from W LBUR)
Wio's in charge here? M tine is valuable.
June
(Goes over to the Thi ghgooser 16000)
M. Smith et me show you our product that is
guaranteed to, not only make you | ose wei ght, but
i nprove your nental attitude, thus inproving the
various rel ati onshi ps you have in the workplace, and

with your fellow person, or | nean man.
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M. Smith
| don’t have tine to fool with sone psychobabbl e,
touchy-feelie, fenm nine nonsense. Let’s just cut to
the chase. Here’s ny deal: | want 400 of those machi nes
at 850 dollars per machine. You ve got twenty-four

hours to decide. Understand?

W | bur
| understand sir.

M. Smith
| want you to know one nore thing, | can order |ike
machi nes fromone of those info babes on TV. | like
you, because | |ike dealing wth nen, especially when

am buying for men. The Bronze and Beer C ub has an
I mge to uphold. You got twenty-four hours.
(MR SM TH, head held high, very arrogantly puts
on coat and | eaves).
June
He’'s the nost disgusting person |I’ve seen in ny life.
(Phone rings)
(Lights go on a quarter of the stage with
VEREDI TH)
June
Thi ghgooser 16000 the stinulating way to | ose wei ght -
June M dcal f speaki ng.
Meredith
Wiy, hello June, it’s Meredith.
June
Hel lo Meredith. (Puts hand to head)
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(WLBUR starts to nake a ki ssing sound)
Meredith
| just wanted to nention that it |looks |ike you' re
going to | ose the contest.
That’ s too bad honey.
June
What do you nmean? Wat are you tal king about?
(WLBUR sensing a degree of concern in JUNE s
voi ce stops the nocking)
Meredith

| mean the New York City division (use community where

this play is being performed) has surpassed you in

sal es by 350 units and the contest is over at the close

of busi ness tonorrow.
June
(upset)
Look Meredith I think we’'re still in the running, in
fact we may get a big order in the next 24 hours.
Meredith
(l'i ke JUNE two sentences before)
What do you nean?
June
| nean we have a big order that nmay conme in tonorrow.
Meredith
Vell.l can’t believe that. | think | need to take a
trip to Moosebreath to see if ny policies are being
fol | oned. In fact, I’mconing tonorrow. Good Bye!

(puts down phone, redials phone, very nad)
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| thought you told nme your detective paid off one of
t he enpl oyees and there was no way that Mbosebreath
could win the contest.

Meredith

(pause)
Wl |l there better be enough on her. Because either
fire her or I amgoing to fire you. But sonebody is
going to roll tonorrow.

(sl ams down the phone, goes dark)

June

(standi ng up wi ping the sweat from her brow)

| need everyone’'s attention. Please, | need everyone’'s
attention.

(ELI, JAYNE, WLBUR wal k over to JUNE s desk)

June

W have a problem Meredith is com ng tonorrow.

Eli
What ki nd of probl en?

June
Well, actually two problens. The first problemis that
| was a bit disingenuous when | hel ped you fill out the

enpl oynent forns. You see | had to put down that we
had hired two wonen and one man. |'msorry Eli, but
according to your job application you re a wonman.

Eli
What ?
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W | bur
You nean you lied? The perfect June Mdcal f |ied.
Weren’'t you the one that just called ne on the rug for
| yi ng?

June
Wl bur | shouldn’t have done what | did. And you
shoul dn’t have told a custoner she needed the
Thi ghgooser 16000 because she had to work off her
buffalo butt.

Jayne
It sounds to ne like neither of you have been too
honest. So what’s the problenf

June
It’s that Meredith strongly believes wonen have been
di scri mi nated agai nst and wants the |arge majority of
her enpl oyees to be wonman. In order to acconplish this
she’s set up hiring guidelines. When you | ook at
people like M. Smth, she’s right about that.

Eli
Meredith’s guidelines sound adnmrable, so what is the
probl enf?
June
They are admrable Eli. It’s just that--under her
gui delines—wel |l -- | wouldn't been allowed to hire you.
Eli

You nmean you wouldn’t have hired nme just because |I'’ma

man? Does that nean |’m going to get term nated?
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June
No, Eli I won't let that happen to you...And there’'s
anot her problem It’s not just wonen she wants, it’s
sl im sophi sticated wonen to project the whol esone | ook
of Thi ghgooser 16000. It all conmes down to corporate
i mage.

W | bur
Kinda of like M. Smth s Bronze and Beer clubs .it’'s
cor porate inmge.

June
Meredith may be many things, but she has the best
i ntentions.

Eli
| don’t understand Meredith’s or M. Smth’s
i ntentions.

Jayne

(turns sideways and puffs up chest)
Vell ny intentions are to win the contest, get the
bonus and upgrade ny corporate inmage.

June
Al'l of you cone here. Qur bonus and trip are riding on
her visit; she’'ll stop at nothing to disqualify us. The
last thing | want is to | ose to those people from New
York City. (use city were being perforned)

(as the curtain closes)

Eli
But | don't want to be a woman!

(WLBUR nmkes a kissing sound)
End of Scene 2
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Act Two

Next day

(JAYNE is standing in the room she is talking to

the interior door)

Jayne
Did you get a dress?

Eli

(of f stage)
It’s ny wife Bertha's. (throws dress to JAYNE, JAYNE
opens dress) She weighs a few hundred pounds nore than
| do. It'’s alittle big.

Jayne
Eli you need sone of ny clothes. They' re next to the
calendar. And Eli wear the smaller bra. I1t’s the one
| used after the accident in Boston.

(phone rings)

Jayne
Thi ghgooser 16000, the stinulating way to | ose wei ght-
Jayne Sunmers speaki ng.

(silence)

Jayne
Wy M. Smith I’mjust the fill-in receptionist and
Wl bur isn't here. Let ne transfer you to Chuck
Sumrer s.

(silence )

(now in a deep voice)
This is Chuck Sunmmers.

(Sil ence)

H M. Smth--- How are you hitten em ?
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(Sil ence)

O course you can stop by today.
(Sil ence)

What tinme? Anytine is fine with ne.
(Sil ence)

See you | ater.
(JAYNE hangs up the phone as ELI enters, he is
dressed in spi ke high heels; black hose; a tight,
short, mni skirt; blouse; and the large bra. He
puts one hand on his hip and one hand on the top
of the door. ELI |ooks very sexy)
Eli
(sai d pensively)

Well, how do I | ook?
Jayne
(preoccupi ed, not |ooking at ELI)

Oh, I"msure you | ook gorgeous.
Eli

Are you sure that sophisticated wonen dress |ike this?

Isn't this alittle wild?

(ELI starts to walk slowy and awkwardly as JAYNE

does a doubl e take)

Jayne

(surprised)
Eli you put on the wong bra and skirt. | wore those
prof essionally before ny accident in Boston.

Eli

Do you want nme to change? M guess is it’s easy to get

of f.
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Jayne

No, we don’t have the tine. Now can we get started.

Let’s try wal ki ng.

(ELI wal ks in the manner that WLBUR taught himto
wal k, face down, |egs out, etc.)

Jayne

ELI that’s all wong. | better start by showi ng you how to

stand; put your shoul ders back, and chest out.

(ELI stands in a slouch then rapidly jerks his
shoul ders and chest back. ELI |oses his bal ance
fromthe force of the chest going back and starts
to fall backwards. JAYNE catches Eli.)

Eli

Boy, there’s a |ot of force when you get those things
novi ng.

Jayne
Take it easy Eli. Nowtry to do it slowy.

(ELI noves shoulders slowy from a sl ouched
position to an upright position)

Good---Now try wal ki ng.

(ELI wal ks swinging his hips in an exaggerated
manner)

No Eli, walk like this

Now,

(JAYNE wal ks across the roomin a |lady-1like
manner)

you try it.
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Eli
Al right, I'lIl try again.
(ELI wal ks across the room as he approaches the
end of the room he says)
| think 1"mgetting the hang of this.
(Wil e speaking ELI turns his head toward JAYNE
and smles. At that nmoment ELI trips. He falls on
t he couch and bounces back up.)
Jayne
Eli are you all right?
Eli
["’m*“CK", at |east these things (points to chest) broke
the fall.

Jayne
| need to make a phone call. Wy don’t you go sit
down.
(ELI goes over to the couch and attenpts to sit
down in the tight dress. ELI nmakes severa
attenpts but gets stuck about hal fway down.)
Eli
(sai d sheepi shly)
Oh no, | think I"mstuck (looks at audience).

(makes several nore desperate attenpts to sit down
but fails)
Wl | here goes not hing.
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(ELI nmakes a rocking notion and then jerks back.
H s shoul ders and chests fly backward propelling
ELI backward in the couch. At that nonent JAYNE
hangs up the phone.)
Jayne
Eli how re you doi ng?
Eli
Boy, being a wonan is a | ot tougher than | thought.
(JUNE and WLBUR enter through the door, WLBUR is
dressed in a dark conservative suit, cleanly
shaved, hair neatly conbed to the side)
June
Now W bur, you renmenber what | told you.
W | bur
Yeah, yeah, act like the strong silent sophisticated
type. (WLBUR bel ches)
June
How many tinmes do | have to tell you when you bel ch say
pardon ne.
W | bur
(Wal ks over to JAYNE and puts his arm around her)
Par don nme, Hey babe want a chance to have sone fun with
the strong silent type. How about you go down to the
Moosebreath No-Tell Mtel for sonme action with the Big
“Sophi sticated” Nutts.
June
Wl bur |1’ve warned you in the past about unwarranted
sexual remarks. | just don’t know how to get your

attention.
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Jayne
| do.

(JAYNE puts her arns on WLBUR as if to kiss him

turns himaround and kicks WLBUR in the groin)
That’ s how you get his attention (rubs her hands
together). (looking at JUNE) Your problens are over.

(WLBUR doubl es over)

June
Jayne striking another enployee is agai nst conpany
policy.

Jayne
W bur, do you understand that | think you re a pig and
| don’t want anything to do with you.

W | bur

(high voice, nods head)
Par don ne.

Jayne
Case cl osed.

June
"1l deal with both of you later. Now | ook, Meredith
will be here any m nute now. W nust nmake a good
inpression. | don't want to |oose to New York City (use
city were being perforned)

(knock at the door)

June
That’ s probably her right now.

Meredith

(Door flies open, wind howls and MEREDI TH st eps

t hr ough.)

Wul d sonebody pl ease shut the door.
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(JUNE gi ves WLBUR and JAYNE a qui ck | ook. W LBUR
reacts by wal king, feet out, and bent to the door.
So does JAYNE. They shut the door. ELI, who is
havi ng trouble getting out of the chair, stays
where he is).
June
Meredith wel cone to the Moosebreath division of
Thi ghgooser 16000.
(WLBUR, still bent over, starts to nake a ki ssing
sound, while ELI throws up his hands giving up on
getting out of the chair. JAYNE shows W LBUR
her fist and WLBUR stops.)
Meredith
(dressed very smartly; head held high; voice has
an air of destination)
You nean wel conme to ny division of Thi ghgooser 16000.
I'’d like to neet MY staff.
June
Certainly, first let me introduce you to Jayne Sunmers.
Jayne
(Speaking in an English accent-- everyone el se
| ooks shocked)
Hell o very sporting to neet you.
Meredith
Wiy it sounds |like you re from Engl and.
Jayne

Wiy, yes, |I’'m from London.
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Meredith

(very suspi ciously)
Way woul d a person from London be working in a place
l'i ke this?

Jayne
My husband, Lord Summers, is here to study the

rel ati onship between the black fly and the nopose

popul ati on. | got so lonesone | had to take the job.

Meredith
If 1"mnot being too inpertinent to a |ady of your
ancestry, what did you do while you were in London?
Jayne
I was working on ny Ph.D. thesis.

Meredith
Oh, how nice to neet an intellectual. What’s your
Ph. D. thesis about?

Jayne

I was doing research on the involuntary reactions of
men to nodern inpressionistic dancing.

Meredith

(first sentence said very slowy)
Hrmm the involuntary reactions of nen to nodern
I npressi oni stic dancing- Ww, | bet that was a hard
subj ect to research

Jayne

(smles)

You have no i dea.
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June
| think we can tal k about your vocation at a |later
date. (gives JAYNE a dirty look) Now Il'd like to
i ntroduce you to W1l bur Sanson Nutts the second. W
like to think of himas the strong silent type.
(when JUNE says silent she faces WLBUR and gi ves
hima stern | ook)
(WLBUR wal ks very slowy, feet out, and bent over
to meet MEREDI TH)
W | bur
(approaching MEREDI TH and in a high voice)
Hi, nmy friends call me WIbur -
(pauses, | ooks at the audience, then | ooks back to
MERED! TH)
OneNut t!
Meredith
Hello M. OneNutt. You |look like you're in sone
di sconfort. Are you suffering fromsonme sort of back
pai n?
W | bur
Lower .
June
I’d like to introduce you to the | ast nenber of our
sales staff, Eliza.
(ELI tries to stands up but it is no use)
(JUNE and MEREDI TH wal k over to where ELI is

seat ed)
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Eli
I"’msorry | can’t get up. It’s just that I’'mtoo tired
fromselling all those Thi ghgoosers.
Meredith
Now that’s what | like to hear. (MEREDI TH turns to
JUNE and in a | oud whisper) She appears to be a little
odd, but certainly has the figure we’'re | ooking for.
June

Yes there’'s certainly nore to her figure than neets the

eye.

Meredith
Now June | want to audit your personnel records, where
are they?

June

They're in the top draw
(MEREDI TH wal ks over to the file cabinet and opens
the top drawer; nmeanwhile JUNE signals to WLBUR
to help get ELI out of the chair; WLBUR wal ks,
bent over, to the couch where ELI is seated.)
W | bur
(spoken in a whisper)

Eli, you ve got to get up

Eli

|“ve fallen and | can’t get up.
W | bur

Get up-- didn't | teach you how to be a nman?
Eli

["’mnot a man, I'’ma wonman and | can’'t get up!
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W | bur
“OK” we’'ll do it on the count of three. (WLBUR goes
over to ELI and gets himby the hands) (still in a
| oud whi sper) One, Two, Three!
(WLBUR yanks ELI to his feet; ELI |oses his bal ance
and falls behind the couch)
Eli
Ch no!
(ELI stunbl es behind the couch and the sound of
crashing noise is heard, then ELI is heard in a
fai nt voi ce, noaning)
OChhhhhhh!
(WLBUR brushes his hands together and starting to
get his voice back)
W | bur
Little winp- At least | don’'t have to worry about him
retaliating.
Meredith
(turning fromthe file cabinet)
What was that?
June
It was only sonme nobose mating. Don’t worry about it.
Meredith
June, | want to know why the personnel records are
conpl et ed?
June
Oh Meredith keep | ooking.
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Eli

Chhhhhh
(ELI proceeds slowy through the door or from
behi nd the couch in obvious pain. Hs wig is out
of place, his blouse is halfway out of his skirt,
and he is walking with a |inp. The biggest
problemis his bra has shifted sideways so that
one breast is on his back and one breast is in the
m ddl e of his front. When ELI first comes in he is
bent over so the hunp (or breast) on his back is
apparent to the audience. ELI slowy stands erect
so at the end he is standing straight wth one
breast in the mddle of his body).
June
(JUNE is the first to notice the problem

Jayne why don’t you help Meredith | ook for the test.
(JUNE notions to WLBUR about the problem W LBUR
| ooks perpl exed then catches on. He wal ks over
slowy, still bent over, to help ELI. Both nen
struggle to get his bra on straight, the struggle
I s somewhat disorganized. At the nonent that
WLBUR pulls the bra on strai ght MEREDI TH speaks)
Meredith
(Loudl y)

What’ s goi ng on?
June

What ' d you nean?
Meredith

Do you always al |l ow your enpl oyees to fondl e each

ot her ?
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(all eyes turn to WLBUR and ELI, WLBUR | ooks
down at his hands, realizes what has happened and
removes themin an exaggerated nanner)
Eli
(with a voice full of airs, and trying to nuster
up courage)
Excuse ne.
Meredith
Eliza (Eli) you don’t have to put up with that; stick
up for yourself. | think such behavior is deplorable.
The only way to get that type of man’s attention is to
fire him
Eli
(getting nore courage)
You' re right, I"'mtired of being pushed around. But |
know a better way to get, not a man, but a bully’'s
attention.
(ELI kicks WLBUR in the groin, WLBUR doubl es up)
(There is a knock at the door)
Jayne
(yells)
Wo is it?
M. Smth
It’s Howard Reece Spaulding Smith the third.
Jayne
Uh oh- June | forgot to tell you M. Smith is con ng
over sooner than we thought-
M. Smith

Conme on it’s getting cold out here!
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Meredith
Who' s that yelling?

June
Oh, it’s just one of the conmon street people. Pay no
attention to him

M. Smith

(bursts through door and throws coat on couch)
I’mno street person, I'’mcomng in. Now where is
W bur Nutts?

W | bur

(Wal ki ng over in pain)
W bur Nutts couldn’t be here today, he sent nme in his
place. |1’mhis cousin WI bur ..NoNutts

M. Smith
M. NoNutts tinme is noney and | need to | eave. Can you
consunmat e the deal ?

June
Oh I'’mafraid that M. NoNutts won’'t be consummati ng
anything for | onggggg tine.

(WLBUR exits shaking his head)

M. Smth
Get me the man who's in charge.

Meredith

(very indignant)
Man...1” M THE PRESI DENT AND FOUNDER OF THI S COWVPANY.

M. Smith

What ' d you nean you’'re the president.
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Meredith
(wal king toward M. SM TH)
My name is Meredith Loosegut. \What’'s yours?
M. Smith
" m Howar d Reece Spaulding Smth the third. (they shake
hands) Did | understand you correctly that YOU are the
owner of this conpany?
Meredith
I am i ndeed.
M. Smith
| guess you probably inherited it from your husband.
Meredith
(1 ndi gnant)
| beg your pardon. | started Thi ghgooser 16000 from
scratch. W rked 16 hours a day, seven days a week and
never needed a husband-- WHO ARE YQU?
M. Smth
(very ponpous)
I’ mthe president and founder of the Bronze and Beer

Heal th clubs. | worked 17 hours a day, seven days a
week .

Meredith

(mocki ngly)

Did you inherit it fromyour wfe?
M. Smith

| never needed a wife and | certainly don’'t need you!
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June

(Wal ks briskly over to where M. SM TH and

MEREDI TH ar e ar gui ng)
Meredith, M. Smith wants to buy 400 Thi ghgooser 16000
fromus. Maybe it’'d be nore productive if you talked
about the sale.

M. Smith

Wait a minute, | thought you were a man. \What happen
to your voice?

Meredith
Way woul d you think a silly thing Iike that?
Eli
(ELl now speaks in his regular voice to M. SM TH)
Well, she is a man because you wanted her to be!
Meredith
Wait a minute, | thought you were a woman. What happen

to your voice?
W | bur
(enters through door; getting his voice back )
Well, he’s a woman because you wanted himto be.
Meredith and M. Smth together
WHAT ARE YQOU?
Meredith
June | want to see all the enployees down front. | have
to know what’ s going on in nmy conpany.

(Al'l the enpl oyees assenble in a straight |ine
faci ng the audi ence, WLBUR is bent over, ELI is
wearing the long coat trying to cover his dress,
and JAYNE cones fromthe back up to the front)
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M. Smith
| want to know what’s going on, too. |'myvery
particular with whom | do busi ness.

Meredith
Coul d you kindly introduce yourself to nme and tell ne
who or what you are.

M. Smith
| agree.

June
I’mJune Mdcalf and very proud to be a female. (Steps
forward and sm | es)

Jayne
[’ m Jayne Summers (smles) I'’mnot English, nor aml
wor ki ng on a Ph.D., although the subject is of interest
tonme. |I'mvery proud to be a female. (steps forward
and sm | es)

Eli

(standing in line, his full coat is covering his

skirt, stockings and bl ouse)
I"mEli Bean and | amvery proud to be a man. (Wth
that ELI steps forward, flings his coat open exposing
his short skirt, stockings and |arge chest. ELI | ooks
straight ahead smling fromear to ear)

W | bur
I"mW I bur; nmy friends call ne “Big” Nutts. |’ m proud

---to have been a nman. (steps forward sl owy)
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Kristel
(Kristel burst in fromthe outside door. Shouting
out the door)
No Bucky that’s not a hearse it’s nmy Aunt’s |linb. Now
stop following ne, I'’mnot going out with you, | don’t
care how big the tires are on your truck. (slans door,
turns to Meredith) GOhhh, | thought people I|ike that
only lived in New Jersey.
June
Kristel you got a ride in Aunt Meredith's |lino? How
did you know she was com ng?
Kristel
| don’t have to tell you all the people I talk to.
(Kristel wal ks over and gives Meredith a hug.)
Meredith
It won’'t be | ong now.
June
And just what do you nean by that?
Meredith
Well June | have a little surprise for you. One of
your enpl oyees has been working surveillance for ne and
has a full report on your poor performnce as a
manager. And when | get the report you're fired and
out of the contest.
June
What ' re you tal ki ng about ?
M. Smith

It sounds |like an internal conpany spy.
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Meredith

"1l thank you to m nd your own business.

M. Smith
Some people will do anything to nake noney.
Meredith
Al right, I want to know who works for nme and | want

the inside information. Expose yourself.
(WLBUR starts to shake)

June
Wl bur it nust be you. | should ve known.
W | bur
It ain"t nme, honest, | prom sed the judge |I woul dn’t

expose nyself no nore.

June
Wait a minute. That voice on the other end of the
phone, the one that told ne I was going to get fired
si x nonths ago, that voice was yours, wasn't it
Mer edi t h?

Meredith
So what .

Jayne
But why?

Kristel

| can tell you why. Aunt Meredith knew you were so
straight laced that you wouldn’t viol ate conpany
polices unless you were provoked. That’'s why she
called. No violation of conmpany policies, no easy way

to fire you and void the contest.
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June
Kristel you were spying on your own nom How could

you?

Meredith
Quiet Kristel if you ever want to see New York and t hat
private school of yours.

Kristel
| wasn’t the spy, only the beneficiary of the spy. You
see, if you got fired fromthis job Dad could use it in
court to get custody of nme. | didn't want to hurt you
Mom | just wanted to go back to New York and be a
shi ning Vol vo. Besides, Aunt Meredith said she woul d
get you a better job.

M. Smth
I"’mstarting to see howit all cones together.
Transfer June up here so you can spy on her, and send
Kristel up here so she will be so desperate to go back

to New York she’ll do and believe anything you say.
Meredith
None of you have anything on ne. |In fact you' re al

fired. Now !l want ny spy to cone forward so | can
finish the job.

(WLBUR, JANE and ELI | ook at each other)

Jayne
Wait, don't do it...she fired all of us..including the
spy...
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Eli

I’d like to have a neeting with Jayne and Wl bur to
di scuss this situation.

(ELI, JAYNE and WLBUR huddl e stage |eft)

June

(JUNE gets KRISTEL by the arm and speak as they

exit)
Kristel we need to have a serious talk. | think you' ve
been tricked.

Kristel
Don’t you understand what kind of stress |I’m under?
For six nonths |*ve been trying to change the schoo
mascot to sonething nore neaningful. Do you know what
the student body choose? They have now gone fromthe
Mbosebreath Mboses and Mbosettes to the Mosebreath
Rusty Ford Broncos. |I'’mno rusty Ford Bronco, |I'’ma
shi ni ng Vol vo!

Eli, Jayne, and W/ bur
Break (clap hands and | eave)

Jayne
(said quietly to M. Smth)
M. Smth could | see you a mnute...l happen to know a

little about bars, and isn't it a fact that to keep

your liquor license for your Bronze and Beer C ubs you

can’t associate with known nenbers of organi zed crine.
M. Smith

So?
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Jayne

Ever hear of a place called Twin Topl ess Towers Two in

Bost on?

M. Smith
Maybe...

Jayne

Ever frequent a dancer called Carrie “tw ton”
Cl eavage?

M. Smith
What are you tal ki ng about ..(surprised) Wiy that’s
you! 'l (now said suspiciously) Wait a m nute... Wat
happen to the two tons?

Jayne
| was riding nmy bike in Boston to buy baked beans, hit
a bus, fell on ny butt, bounced on ny boobs and they
bur st .

M. Smth
Boy what a bunmer...no bi g boobs, no big bounce, no big
bucks.

Jayne
Bi ngo.

M. Smth
Let’s back up a minute. Are you trying to tell ne that
the Twin Topl ess Towers Two in Boston is controlled by
t he dreaded Mbosebreath Maine Mafia?

Jayne
Bi ngo again, and unless you want ne to go public you

better buy the Thi ghgooser’s.
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M. Smith
So if | buy the Thighgooser 16000s you won't talk.

Jayne
You got it.
M. Smith

(Speaks to all)

|’ve made a decision. 1'mgoing to buy the Thi ghgooser

16000 from Meredith.

Jayne
What ?
W | bur
Wy
M. Smth
Because the way you tried to cheat ne was wonanly.
Jayne
(very mad)

| thought we had a deal .
M. Smith
My deal was to buy the Thi ghgoosers, you never said

who. |’ m buying themfrom Meredith.
Meredith
If this is sone ploy to cajole ne to ...
M. Smith
No it’s not, | |ike your managenent style. Plant an

i ndustrial spy, hire a detective agency, fire your
former sister-in-law, psychological profiles to
mani pul ate enpl oyees, it just doesn’'t get any better

than that. You're ny type of nan.
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Meredith
Hmm if you buy the Thi ghgoosers fromne that neans |
won’'t have to pay off on the contest to Barbados or the
thirty thousand. Maybe we can do busi ness.

Jayne
What about the enpl oyees in New York?

Meredith

(points to the poster of the persons )
Do you honestly think that anyone who | ooks |i ke that
I's savvy enough to figure out that they ve been fool ed.
Kind of rem nds you of politicians (vocation of person
in the poster) with henorrhoids.

Eli

(takes out two tubes)
Wait a mnute, | used to be politician with
henorrhoids. See | have Preparation Hin the ful
strength (small tube) and the supersized extra ful
strength (use large Caul king gun). Even with
henorrhoids | | ooked better than that.

Jayne

(wal ks over to the poster)
| sort of like their | ooks.

Al 'l
Them the couple from New York City.

Jayne
Yeah | hear they're so hot, that steamflies when

they’'re in the sane room
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M. Smith
Meredith | don't care about the posters anynore. But |
do adnire how you handl e your enpl oyees; now you're
trying to cheat themout of their trip. That’s how a
man cheats...straight up. Not some wonanly dress-up
game with a bunch of androgynous weirdo’s.

(1 ooks at W LBUR)

W | bur
Hey | don’t know what part of ny body ny androgynous is
but

M. Smith

(ignores WLBUR)
It’s not that Howard Reece Spaulding Smth the third
needs femal e conpani onshi p, because |’'ve got plenty,
it’s just | thought maybe we could take the trip to

Bar bados.
Meredith
(getting interested)
M. Smth | can see that you and | think alike. 1In the
end it’s the bottomline that counts and, a, | Kkinda
i ke your end. [It’s not that | need nale

conpani onship, but a trip to Barbados with you may be a

good busi ness deci sion.

Kristel

(KRI STEL and JUNE enter)
I know, | know. Look I'msorry, | honestly thought
that things would be better. | can’t inagine that
sonmeone actually outsmarted ne. |’ m sixteen you know.
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June
Believe me, | know. Meredith I'’ma different wonen from
the one you sent up here six nonths ago. |’ve |earned
to take care of nyself, and I want M. Smth’ s order,
custody of Kristel and an iron clad contract.

Kristel
Ei ther that, Aunt Meredith, or I go to divorce court
and spill ny guts.

M. Smith
It seens we have a bit of a standoff fromwhom | buy
t he Thi ghgoosers.

W | bur
Too bad we don’'t have a sudden death tie buster |ike
they do in sports.

M. Smith
| like that idea WI!bur, a contest, w nner take all

June
Before | agree, | want know what’s goi ng on.
M. Smth
Here's the deal, if your side answers the question

right | buy the Thi ghgooser 16000’s from you.
June

VWhat if we | ose?
M. Smith

Then | buy the Thi ghgoosers from Meredith.
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Meredith
That’ s nmeans, no trip, no noney, no |lawsuit and no
Kristel. 1'Il get the questions fromthe test. (Wlks
over to the file cabinet)
Jayne
Wait a mnute, before we agree we want a key word and
the ability to pick our person, or else | renenber our
days i n Boston.
M. Smith
It’s a deal.
June
| don't feel real good about this, but it’'s a deal.
Meredith
(Meredith goes over and pulls the question)
Just our luck, they nust have gotten the easiest
qguestion on the test.
M. Smth
VWhat is it?
(MEREDI TH and MR. SM TH | ook at the question. MR
SMTH in a | oud whisper)
Great, everybody knows that to avoid jail over
Wat ergate President Richard Ni xon received amesty from
Presi dent Ford.

Meredith
W don’t have nmuch of a chance.
M. Smith
Wait, | think I have an idea... June the key word is

For d.
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June

Ford, “OK"..Eli do you know anyt hi ng about Fords?
Eli

Not ne, | have a Yugo.
Jayne

Don't ook at me | only ride in |inousines.

June
Kristel.
Kristel
You nust be kidding me. | may have | owered ny

standards since noving up here, but Anerican nade cars,
| don’t think so.
(Al'l eyes turn to WLBUR, WLBUR is slapping his
beer gut)
June
W bur that |eaves you?
W | bur
I know a | ot about Fords, 289's, 302’'s, the Shel by
Must ang.
June
Wl bur it looks like we go with you. And WI bur you
have to get this correct.
W | bur
So, when the chips are up you call on Wl bur “Big”
Nutts. Well I'main’t surprised. Use to be people
just admired ny body, but now people admire ny critical
thinking stability.

(wal ks over to the area he used for Jeopardy)
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Jayne
That’s critical thinking ability. Nothing |ike betting
the ranch on a notorhead.
(JUNE tal ks |like a game show host. JUNE and
WLBUR are center stage with a single spotlight on
them As JUNE speaks she wal ks stage right as a
second spotlight goes on ELI, JAYNE and KRI STEL.)
It all conmes down to this.if WIbur answers the
question correctly M. Smth places the order with ne;
| get alifetine contract and Kristel; Eli gets to send
his wife on the trip, Jayne gets her boobs back; and
W bur gets his septic truck.
(all three characters react as their nane is
cal | ed)
On the ot her hand...
(As JUNE speaks she wal ks over to stage left as a
spotlight goes up on MR SM TH and MEREDI TH)
If WIbur gets the questions wong, M. Smth places
the order with Meredith; Meredith gets to keep the

noney; fire Eli, Jayne, WIbur and nme; and find out who
Is the spy.

(JUNE wal ks over and gets the question from MR

SM TH)
W bur are you ready?

W | bur

Hey Wl bur Big Nutts is always ready.

84



June
Tonight’ s final category is History. WIbur renmenber
you have 30 seconds to conme up with the correct
response. Good Luck.
And the question...To avoid jail what did President
Ni xon ask President Ford to do about Watergate?
(everyone on stage hunms the thene to Jeopardy.
About hal fway through JUNE, JAYNE, ELI pull out
towel s and wi pe their heads then ring them out on
the floor. WLBUR is |ooking around in space)
All
Bong, bong
June
Time’s up, WIbur, what’s your final response?
(WLBUR | ooks perpl exed)
Meredith
I[t’s so much fun to toy with the underclass why don’'t
you give himone nore clue so | can watch them sweat
sone nore.
M. Smth
Sure, What did Marc Rich ask President Clinton to do
about his | egal problens?
June
(very concer ned)
W bur one last time and pl ease think, we need the jobs
and noney...To stay out of jail what did President N xon
and Marc Rich ask the forner Presidents to do for then?
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W | bur

(WLBUR throws his hands in the air, JUNE, JAYNE
and ELI all put their heads down and start to | ook
di scouraged. M. SM TH and MEREDI TH are very

happy)

Vel | ...(WLBUR bel ches)
Eli

How coul d you belch at a tinme like this?
W | bur

Al right, all right, pardon ne
June

VWhat did you say WI bur?
W | bur

| said Pardon Me!
June

(hol ds up card)
And the correct response is “ Pardon ne”, W] bur you
didit.
(JUNE, JAYNE and ELI all hug: WLBUR, MEREDI TH and
M. SMTH shocked)

(1 f possible balloons and confetti fall fromthe

ceiling)

W | bur
| did!!

Meredith and M. Smith
Ch no!!'!

Curtain closes

End
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Performance rights nust be secured before production.
For contact information, please see the Mdosebreath,
Mai ne i nformation page (click on your browser’s “Back”
button, or visit

www. si ngl el ane. cont propl ay/ noosebreat h. ht nl)

Producti on Notes

Production note 1—page five

The Thi ghgooser 16,000 can be any exerci se nmachi ne that
has a seat (bike, rowing machine, etc). A big red

button shoul d be added (the power button).

Production note 2—page seven

Meredith's dress can vary. As the play progresses she
can be dressed in nore revealing outfits, or various
athletic or business attire. Another strategy is to
have Meredith facing away fromthe audi ence when she is
on the phone, and the first tinme the audi ence sees her

is in the second act. This is up to the director.

Production note 3—page 39
W | bur
VWi le you re up why don’'t you get rid of that poster of
Meredith., If M. Smth ever found out this conpany was
owned by a woman he woul d croak. The new poster we
tal ked about is in the corner.
(ELlI carries in a new |life-size character from off
stage. It is draped. WLBUR speaks as ELI pl aces
the life-size character next to the Thi ghgooser
16000. The life-size character is PeeWe Herman)
W | bur
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| called the hone office for a male figure and they
referred ne to the “York, Pa”. (substitute the area of
the performance, sane as used in the flip chart)
division. This is their definition of a hot, sexy,
man. It seens that every woman in “York” yearns to
have a man this handsone and strong. And every nan
prays to | ook like this when he grows up. M. Smth
wants to put the figure in his workout centers to draw
custoners. He’s looking for a poster of a man’s nan.
This is very inportant to the sale.

Eli

(undrapes the poster, looks at it, shirks, )
Ekkkkkkkkkkk That’'s PeeWee Her man

Producti on note 4—page 63

Meredith
Do you honestly think that any conmmunity whose nen want
to look like that is smart enough to figure out they’ ve
been fooled. Kind of rem nds you of sonmeone who sat in
the (nanme of the theatre where this play is being
perforned) theatre too | ong and got henorrhoi ds.

Eli
Wait a mnute, | use to sit in the (theatre nane)
theatre for hours on end and | got henorrhoi ds. See |

have Preparation Hin the full strength and al so the
super sized extra full strength. (pulls out tubes).
Even with henorrhoids | never wanted to | ook |ike those

men i n York.

88



Jayne
| sort of like the | ooks he synbolizes.
Al 'l
H m
Jayne
Yeah it’s ny business to know nen and | think he is
really, really cute.
All
The guy that represents the nmen in New York?
Jayne
Yeah | hear all the nmen in New York (town where the

play is being perfornmed) are hot.
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