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SETTI NG

ACT |

SCENE 1

It is the spacious, light-filled
[iving roomof the LI ONHEART Man-
hattan condom nium There is a
door that opens into the living

roomfromthe entry hall. On one
side of the roomis a gigantic book-
case built into the wall. It is

packed with books. However,

there is one waist-|evel shelf
devoted to a multitude of franed-
phot ographs; two Tonys and vari -
ous ot her awards; and gl ass and
ceramc bric-a-brac. In front of
this bookcase are two | arge easy
chairs; a couch with pillows and a
cocktail table in front of it; and
a couple of end tables with | anps.
On one of these end tables is a
stack of magazines. Behind the
couch is a table with a pile of
books on the extrene edge of it
and in the U S. R corner near this
table is a fully decorated Chri st-
mas tree.

On the other side of the roomis a
desk; chair; floor |anp; and tele-
phone. The small, netal wastepa-
per basket that sits by this desk
is overflowng wth wadded up

not ebook paper. The chair is
presently pulled out fromthis
desk, the top of the desk a sham
bl e of not ebook paper; |arge index
cards; pencils; and a plastic con-
tai ner of paper clips. There is also
a cup and saucer.

The entire feeling of this living
roomis one of friendliness and
| ong-tine confort.



AT RI SE: ROSALI ND LI ONHEART, a sophisti -
cated beauty of 38, is standing
near the desk hol di ng handwitten
i ndex cards in one hand and her
readi ng glasses in the other. SHE
is wearing a | oungi ng gown.

ROSALI ND
(Reci ting)
“One feels that being appointed Director of the Comm ssion on the
Enhancenent of Fam |y Val ues through the Arts one nust be w thout
fault Othat one should not only be a role nodel in their particu-
lar artistic field but in their personal life. | amproud that--*

(ROSALI ND st ops, puts on her
spectacl es and grabs up a pencil
fromthe desk. As SHE crosses out
a few lines on the index cards,
SUNNY, in her md-30s and slim
enters the living roomcarrying a
vase of flowers. SHE starts to

pl ace them on the table but acci-
dental ly knocks against the pile
of books. One of the books falls
to the floor. SUNNY puts down the
vase of flowers, bends and picks
up the book fromthe floor)

SUNNY
(Reading the book title)
The Chaos Theory Unt angl ed?

ROSALI ND
Oh, that’s one of Becky’'s books.

SUNNY
| figured as nuch--

ROSALI ND
Her holiday reading.

SUNNY

| can’t believe soneone’s witten a book on chaos.

ROSALI ND
It’s a recent fadlso Becky tells ne. Like dinosaurs.



SUNNY
(Per pl exed)
Di nosaurs?

ROSALI ND
As in Jurassic Park.

(SUNNY gingerly puts the
book back down on the

t abl e)
SUNNY
Al | renmenber about that novie is the nean-looking |izard grab-
bing that guy off the toilet seat. | got up and left at that
poi nt !
(Shi veri ng)

| hate lizards and snakes. You don’t get me into the reptile
house at the zoo.

ROSALI ND
I f I understand Becky correctly, the chaos theory has sonething to
do with butterflies flapping their wings in China and causing it

torainin the Chio ValleyOor sonething |ike that.

SUNNY
Still don't see howa little itzy bitzy butterfly in China can
cause it to rain half-way around the worl d?

ROSALI ND
It has sonmething to do with not being able to predict conplex en-

titiesOli ke weat her systens.

SUNNY
Last year it was oceanography. She was going to be another

Jacques Costeaullor in her case, a Jacqueline Costeau. The year
before that, the first astronaut to land on Mars. And the year

before that it wasOerOIl forget

ROSALI ND
Kenneth and | often wonder where she’s gotten her intelligence.
O course, ny father was quite bright, but he only funneled his
bri ghtness through English Renaissance literature. Hence, the
reason | was nanmed Rosalind. | suppose | should be grateful he
didn't name ne Porti a.



SUNNY

The Merchant of Venice by WIIiam Shakespeare. See? 1’mnot so
dunb.
ROSALI ND
Whoever said you were?
SUNNY
Well, no one in this househol d.

( SUNNY noves the vase of
flowers to the center of

the table)
ROSALI ND
(Hol di ng up the index
cards)
This speechdl’mnot sure if it’s any good. It seens terribly
di sconnect ed.
SUNNY

Maybe it’s another exanple of the chaos theory?

ROSALI ND
Then it probably is. No one has told ne exactly what they expect
of me in this two-year appointnment.

(ROSALI ND crosses up to the
tabl e and adnmres the flowers)

SUNNY
Anything to do with governnent is a junbled skein.
ROSALI ND
These are nice flowers.
SUNNY
That ai de, agai n.
ROSALI ND
Ms. Young- Sternlight?
SUNNY

YeahO Ms. Organi zati on.



10

ROSALI ND
Isn’t that good?

SUNNY
Not the way she goes about it.

ROSALI ND

Ch? I n what way does she go “about it?”

SUNNY
Li ke she’s so busy all the tine. And so primand proper.

ROSALI ND
Per haps she does have other things to take care of besides ..?

SUNNY
Her lists. You should see her silly lists. And always crossing
things of f them

ROSALI ND
There. The proof of how organi zed and busy she is. Things to do.
Cross themoff and go to the next thing.

SUNNY
It’s not quite like that, Ms. Lionheart.
ROSALI ND
No?
SUNNY
Those lists are made up of the darn’ st things.
ROSALI ND
How do you know?
SUNNY
|’ ve taken a peek at them
ROSALI ND

(St age whi sper)
Be careful, Sunny. She does work for the U S. Governnent.

SUNNY
(Undet err ed)

Nunber One: “Get uplOget dressedlmake sure pantyhose on first
before putting on shoes.”

RCSALI ND
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You' re kidding nme?

SUNNY
Nunber Two: “Brush teethOwash facellput on nake-up.”

ROSALI ND
But you do those things automatically.

SUNNY
Nunber Three: “Have breakfastski m headlines in newspapers to
see if there’'s anything to read later.” Nunber Four: “Go to the
post office and mail letters.”

ROSALI ND

This is too nuch, even for Ms. Young-Sternlight.

SUNNY
M ss Rebecca says she’s a “conpul sive personality.”
(Nodding to the flowers)
Look at these flowers. Nunber Five: “Order flowers for Ms. Lion-

heart.” She’s got to have rung up quite a bill in the week she’s
been here.

ROSALI ND
|’ m sure she gets reinbursed fromsonme hospitality fund or public
relation’s kitty, or whatever they call it in Washington.

SUNNY

You nean, part of our taxes goes to Ruby Young-Sternlight to keep
this place snelling |ike a funeral parlor?

ROSALI ND
|” m sure Washi ngton doesn’t |look at it that way. O, at |east,
not Ms. Young-Sternlight.

SUNNY
It’s a crazy nane, if you ask nme. *“Young-Sternlight.”

( RCSALI ND crosses back down
to the desk)

ROSALI ND
One of Kenneth’s pet-peeves are hyphenated nanes. The firmjust
hired a paral egal who has a doubl e- hyphenated nanme. He thinks
it’s a first.

SUNNY
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Sort of makes it doubl e-snooty, doesn’'t it?

ROSALI ND
(Laughi ng charm ngl y)
Yes. Quite “doubl e-snooty,” Sunny.

SUNNY

Wel I OMs. Young-Sternlight has done her research on you. She
knows what your favorite flowers are.

ROSALI ND
The peopl e in Washi ngton have put together a fact sheet on ne--

SUNNY
She knows the nane of every single play you ve ever been in--

ROSALI ND
Anmongst ot her boring statistics.

SUNNY
They mi ght be boring to you, Ms. Lionheart. But | got to admt,
she does seemto be a real fan of yours. She’s making the nost of
bei ng assigned to you. And she's helping ne out with dinner to-
ni ght .

ROSALI ND
Undi scovered tal ents?

SUNNY
Not sure. She has no idea what the fell is.

( SUNNY goes and picks up the
papers scattered on the fl oor
by the desk. Then SHE shoves
theminto the already ful

wast epaper basket. Along with
t he basket, SHE gathers up the
cup and saucer fromthe top of
t he desk)

ROSALI ND
The sign of a sheltered chil dhood.

SUNNY
She al nost passed out when | started stripping it off the neat.

ROSALI ND
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Alife spent at fast-food places.

SUNNY
| had to explain to her that it’s the fell that gives lanmb its
strong flavor.

ROSALI ND
What did she say to that?

SUNNY
Wanted to know if |I’d been a professional chef before comng to
wor k for you

ROSALI ND
What did you tell her?

SUNNY
That my not her and granny were cooks in fine houses in England,
and ny great-grandfather was a butler. M. Young-Sternlight |iked
that. | didn't tell her what | had been before comng to work for
you- -

RCSALI ND

And why should you? 1It’s no business of hersto anyonellthat you
were once a stripper--

SUNNY
Until the horrible club fire that scarred up ny | egs--

ROSALI ND
It nust have been terrible ...7?

SUNNY

Fortunately no one was killed. But the paniclpeople screan ng
and clinbing over each other to get out of the building. Then

that time | spent in the hospital. | was |luckyOthe club owner
had a hefty insurance coverage and paid for ny bills. You know
what worried ne the nost? Wat was | going to do for a living?
Wth scarred |l egs, | was never going to be a stripper again.

ROSALI ND
But you must have thought about that beforeldabout the tine when
you woul d no | onger be young enough ...?

SUNNY
| was young, Ms. Lionheart. The young don’t think about tonorrow
when they're twenty-two. Then | saw the ad in one of the trade

papers/7“Broadway actress | ooking for a live-in housekeeper-cook.”
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| thought | was going to end up sewing tassels on other stripper’s
costunes for the rest of ny life, or scrubbing floors. | didn't
have but a high school educationdl wasn’t trained for anything.
But | knew how to cook and |I certainly could vacuum and dust. You
saved ny life, Ms. Lionheart.

ROSALI ND
You’ ve been a gold mne, Sunny. | know at |east one producer and
two directors who'd |ike to steal you away.
(Then, secretively)
I ncidental ly ...

SUNNY
Yes, M's. Lionheart?

ROSALI ND
VWhat is the “fell?”

SUNNY

Oh, it’s the nenbrane that covers |anb and nutton. You ve got to
tear it off--

(The doorbell buzzes tw ce

(ROSALI ND qui ckly interrupts
SUNNY before SHE hears nore
t han she wants to hear about
the fell)

ROSALI ND
The doorbel I'!

SUNNY
(Quietly anused)
Yes, it is, Ms. Lionheart--

ROSALI ND
VWhat tinme is it?
SUNNY
Seven o’ cl ock- -
ROSALI ND
(Aghast)
Seven!? | have been working on this speech since one this after-

noon. And what do | have to show for it? Very little.



(SHE drops the index cards down
on the desk |ike they were hot
pot at oes

(The doorbell rings tw ce,
agai n)

SUNNY
That’s Ms. Neel. She always gives the doorbell an extra push.

ROSALI ND
Aren’t Becky and Ivy with her? Wy doesn’t Becky open the door
wi th her own key?

(SUNNY starts for the door)

SUNNY
Cause she’s always forgetting it.

(SUNNY exits

(ROCSALI ND pi cks up the index
cards, then returns themto the
desk top, along with her read-
ing glasses. SHE crosses up to
the tabl e where the books sit
and picks up the book on the
chaos theory, |aughs and puts
it back down

(VIVI ANE NEEL, in her 40s, flashy
in personality and dress, enters
along with ROCSALIND S 15-year-old
daught er REBECCA and REBECCA' S
good friend IVY, who is also

15)

REBECCA
(Teasi ngly)
Mom you shoul d have been with us. Aunt Viviane tried to do a
triple--

15
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(VI'VI ANE peel s off her coat and
gl oves and drops them on the
nearest chair)

VI VI ANE
| didn’t try to “triple” anything!

| VY

(To ROSALI ND)
She went flying right off the rink and into a waiter carrying a
tray of hot drinks. Wat a ness! Cappuccino all over the place!

VI VI ANE
(Rubbi ng her right hip)
Yes. Well, it’s not polite to bring it up, Ivy.

(To ROSALI ND)
| have never gotten the knack of ice skating.

(To REBECCA)
And | don’t know why you get such an intense delight in seeing ne
make a fool of nyself.

REBECCA
(I'nnocent | y)
Do I?

VI VI ANE
You know you do.
(To ROSALI ND)
Roz, have | ever told you that ny god-daughter is a brat?

(ROSALI ND hel ps REBECCA of f
wi th her coat, then hugs her)

ROSALI ND
OCh, probably a thousand times or nore since the first day she wet
her di apers in your arns--

REBECCA
(Aghast)
Ch, Momi  What a horrible thing to say!

(1'VY giggles; REBECCA frowns)

RCSALI ND



It’s the truth. You were three days ol d—

VI VI ANE
And it was your first day hone fromthe hospital. CGuess who got
the joy of changi ng you that day?

REBECCA
You.
(Gimaces)
|’ ve heard this story before.

VI VI ANE
Not about the $200 dress you nearly ruined.

( REBECCA goes to and fl ops
down in one of the easy
chairs)

REBECCA
You spent that nuch on a pair of gloves yesterday--

VI VI ANE

YeahO but a $200 dress fifteen years ago was a fortune for ne.
wasn’t making the noney then like I’ m making today.

REBECCA
And Momwas a rising star. Wren't you, Mnf

(ROSALI ND pl aces REBECCA' S coat
on a chair

ROSALI ND
Hm...

I VY
Dad says you were a star the first tine you stepped out on the
stage, Ms. Lionheart.

ROSALI ND
Your father has al ways been a wonderful norale builder, Ivy.

| VY
| like the way you and Dad pat each other on the back.

17
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VI VI ANE
Felix is an artistic genius. Look at what he did at the MET | ast
year with that new opera based on Henry James’ The Anerican! Wat
a fantastic scenic designer. GodOl’'d love to get Felix away from
t hat congl onerate that handl es him

(I'VY now renoves her coat and
gl oves)

| VY
YesODad was pretty proud of that--
VI VI ANE
Proud!? Those sets wereldWell, there’'s no proper adjective to de-
scribe them Just none.
| VY
He'l'l like that. Maybe it’ll make himfeel better.

(To ROSALI ND)
He has the worst case of the flu that |’'ve ever seen.

VI VI ANE
And you’ ve seen a |lot of cases, Ms. N ghtingal e?

ROSALI ND
Felix isn’t com ng to dinner tonight?

I VY
Don't think so. He still had a tenperature when | left to go ice
skati ng- -

VI VI ANE
Didn't he get a flu shot?

I VY

(To VI VI ANE)

He gets one every year. |It’s not the right shot for what’s out

there this year.

(Matter-of -factly)
You know that there’s always nore than one kind of flu strain go-
ing about, Ms. Neel? The Disease Center in Atlanta can’t nake a
vaccine for themallOlIt’s got to do with pigs, ducks and ot her
kinds of farmaninmals in close proximty wth people in China and
how- -



VI VI ANE
Pl ease, lvy. Don’t confuse me with scientific facts.
(As an after-thought)
Has this anything to do with your fruit flies?

I VY

Oh, I"'mnot using fruit flies for ny science projects any |onger.
VI VI ANE

No?
| VY

|* musing zebra fish now
(I'ncl udi ng ROSALI ND and
REBECCA)

See you guys in a couple of hours.

(1'vy, coat and gloves in hand,
exits out through the hall door)

VI VI ANE
What does she nmean by “zebra fish?”

REBECCA
Their eggs are transparent.

VI VI ANE

(Slightly flustered)
What’s that got to do with--

(Wavi ng her hands in front

of her face, as though shooing

away irritating gnats)
NoOdon't tell nme. | don’'t want to hear about it, particularly
when dinner is in the fixing!

(To RCSALI ND)
| could snmell Sunny’s special New Year’s Eve di nner when we got
of f the elevator.

(Taki ng a deep breath)
Snel | those herbs! Heaven! Tantalizing as a fresh rain in the
woods- -

REBECCA
Do they snell differently? O just clean?

VI VI ANE
Both. But since you ve never lived in the country ..

REBECCA

19
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Wiy did we have to devel op as we have? Wy couldn’t we have
stayed at a point where nature didn't start being destroyed by us?
Has it been so inportant to keep progressing, destroying, building

a col dness?

VI VI ANE
G d heavens ...

ROSALI ND
Darling, what are you asking?

REBECCA
Wuldn't it be better to have the beauty ...?

ROSALI ND
|’monly an actress--

REBECCA
s ny question so difficult, Mnf

ROSALI ND
Per haps just out of ny phil osophical range.

REBECCA
Come onyou’' re not dunb.

ROSALI ND
Thanks- -

REBECCA
Dad says you're very sharp.

ROSALI ND
Your dad is biased--

VI VI ANE

Your nom can do no wong in his eyes. For that matter,

REBECCA
But isn't that kind of respect okay?

VI VI ANE
lt'’s loveOblind I ove. But he's correct.

ROSALI ND
|’ m not always right.

REBECCA

she- -
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But never essentially wong?

VI VI ANE
Behold the idol. What did ol’ Omar say about idols?

REBECCA
(Quoti ng)
“I'ndeed the idols I have |oved so | ong
Have done ny credit in this world nmuch wong;
Have drowned ny glory in a shallow cup
And sold ny reputation for a song.”'

VI VI ANE
Isn’t it, “... credit in nmen’s eyes nuch wong?”’
REBECCA
It’s no longer a man’s worl d, Aunt Viviane.
VI VI ANE
Thank you for remnding nme. But it’s still a difficult one for
wonen, who are, in many “nmen’s eyes,” still vassal s--
REBECCA

Only for those wonen who allow thenselves to be “vassals.” You are
quite your own person, are you not? And so is Moni

ROSALI ND
Darling, you' re beginning to sound |ike a | awer nore everyday--
VI VI ANE
And at that, |like that crusty old John Mrtiner character Runpole
of the Bail ey.
REBECCA
He fights for the underdog. So do |
VI VI ANE
Under dogs and undertrees--
REBECCA

Dad’s often said that if you hadn’t been an actress, you d have
been a | awyer - -

ROSALI ND
It was all a fluke. Even Viviane admts to that often enough. The

possibility of my getting that part waslwhat were the odds, Vivi-
ane?
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VI VI ANE
One-t housand to one.

REBECCA
Mom she’s always said it was a “certain thing.”

VI VI ANE
Never argue with Runpole. He has a nenory that stretches back to

the Stone Age! Yes. WellOthose were the odds when | saw her at
Harvard, but when your nother wal ked into that Manhattan rehearsal
hal | Othe odds dropped. Then, when she readlthere was no contest.
The fluke woul d have been her not getting that role.

REBECCA
You al ways stand up for Mom Aunt Viviane--
VI VI ANE
| like staying on the side nmy bread is buttered--
REBECCA
Wbul d your agency close if Mom deci ded never to act again?
ROSALI ND
|’monly going to Washington for two years, Becky.
VI VI ANE
Am | being softened up for sonmething? | get this feeling that al

this adulation is |leading up to sonething.

REBECCA
You know when we took that riverboat cruise on the Cunberl and | ast

year

VI VI ANE

YeahOand you wanted to build a tree house in every tree you saw
al ong the riverbank- -

REBECCA
Yes. Then. But now ...

ROSALI ND
Back to trees.

REBECCA

| want to be the trees.

VI VI ANE



23

You were a tree in a kindergarten play. A weeping wllow, if |
remenber rightly.

REBECCA
| want to be the rivers, too.

ROSALI ND
The rivers are polluted, Becky. You ve told us that often enough--

REBECCA
Is it so silly to want to bring back an equilibrium between nature
and humanki nd?

VI VI ANE
Ah, ha! The clever little Runpole. She's tying us up, Roz. For
what, | don’t know. A trip sonewhere? Were this tinme, Becky? A

Brazilian rainforest? O has it sonething to do with environ-
mental |aw, which I know not hing of ?

ROSALI ND
(Huggi ng her daughter)
H gh ethics are very comendabl e, darling, but they shouldn’t
blind you to reality. But |I'msure your dad and grandfather wl|
be ecstatic if you followtheminto law and join the firm And
if you re thinking of winning Viviane to your side--

REBECCA
But you, Monf?

ROSALI ND
| started out wanting to be a lawer[JIt’s how | met your father.

VI VI ANE
What ever you choose as a career, Becky, |I'msure you Il find ne
on your side.
(A wi nk at ROSALI ND)
Now, | could use a drink before | go down to ny place to change
for tonight’s Feast to the New Year.

REBECCA
Actually, I was thinking that maybe you'd like to take Ivy and ne
to Nashville this sumer.

VI VI ANE

Nashvill e? Wat country-western singer do you have a crush on
now?

REBECCA
My heart will always belong to Randy Travis.
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VI VI ANE
Yours and millions of other females. But | thought you had a boy-
friend? The one who lives here in this building? The one who
made that dramatic entrance at Christmas when he found he could
clinb down into the kitchen by way of the old abandoned dunb-
waiter? Colby Billings--

REBECCA
(Depl ored by the suggestion)
Oh, Aunt Viviane! Colby is fourteen and all he cares about is
danci ng.

(REBECCA starts for door)

VI VI ANE
(I'n jest)
| forgot there is such a gap between fourteen and fifteen--

(Ignoring VIVIANE S remark
SHE turns to ROSALI ND)

REBECCA
What does “nee Cryer” mean, Mon?
ROSALI ND
It stands for a woman’s mai den nane. Nee is French for born--
VI VI ANE
Wiy do you ask?
REBECCA

They have it next to Monmis nanme in Wwo's Who in the Anmerican Thea-
ter--

ROSALI ND
(To VI VI ANE)
This comes with taking Japanese in school.
(To REBECCA)

Cryer is nmy nmaiden naneldthe name | was born with

VI VI ANE
| can’t believe there is sonething we know that you don’t know.
Absol utely amazi ng. G ves ne hope--
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REBECCA
Well Ono one is perfect, Aunt Viviane.

VI VI ANE
The bedrock on which civilizations have flourished, floundered and
fallen. M drink?

REBECCA
You'll think about Nashville?

VI VI ANE
My every wakeful nonent.

(Smling, REBECCA exits)

O is it, “every waking nonent?”

ROSALI ND
You didn’t tell her what you want?

VI VI ANE

After all these years? She should know by now. bourbon w t hout
ice. Heaven only knows |’ve had enough ice this afternoon.

(SHE rubs her right hip

agai n)
| could have been arrested for reckless skating. O, at |east,
fined. Do they do that to people who have no business being on
i ce skates?

ROSALI ND
No i dea.
VI VI ANE
Kennet h’ s not hone?
ROSALI ND
The firmis having their end-of-the-year-party.
VI VI ANE
Don’t you usually go?
ROSALI ND

Not when | have a speech to wite, which |I’m supposed to give in
t hree days.



VWaited until

(VIVIANE sits on the couch. SHE
t hen takes off her shoes and
begins to rub her toes)

VI VI ANE
the last m nute, huh?

26
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ROSALI ND
No. Apprehension has been standing in ny way. WellOuntil today.

Then | realized | had better get on the stick or 1'd be foolishly
ad- | i bbi ng.

VI VI ANE
You’ ve al ways been good at “ad-libbing.” Renmenber the revival of
Susan and God when that half-wit actor from Hol |l ywood forgot his
entrance?

ROSALI ND
He wasn’'t a “half-wit” actor from Hol |l ywood. He was a very nice
man- -

VI VI ANE
Pl ease, Pollyanna. He was a half-wit with no talent--
ROSALI ND
welldit was sumrer stock--
VI VI ANE
So be it. |Is the speech finished?
ROSALI ND
A rough draft I’mnot at all pleased wth.
VI VI ANE
It’s quite an honor.
ROSALI ND
Yes. It’1l look good on ny resune.
VI VI ANE

(SHE puts her shoes back on)
Darling, you ve never had a resune. You roll right out of one
successful play into another successful play, season after season.

Vel | Oexcept for that time off to have Becky.

ROSALI ND
It’s been rather fun--

VI VI ANE
Fun?
(Chortling under her breath)
She who was a | aw student when | di scovered her.
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ROSALI ND
Crazy, isn't it? | never even had an inkling | could act.
never even thought of taking acting courses. It was ny advisor

who got nme to register for some drama cl asses.

(Assum ng the role of an

authoritative nal e)
“If you're going to be effective in the courtroom Rosalind,
you' ve got to be a damm good actress. Take a couple of acting
classes. Get into sone plays. Learn to use the audience, then
you' |l be able to mani pulate the jury anyway you like. If you can
act, you have half the battle won.”

VI VI ANE
That’s a great bit. | wish you d |let nme accept those tal k show
spots for you--
ROSALI ND
No. Absolutely not. | hate talk shows. They're solderJwell
VI VI ANE
Popul ar ?
ROSALI ND
Stupid. No. They're inane.
VI VI ANE
That sounds |ike a Becky word.
ROSALI ND

It probably is. M vocabul ary has been increasing fromthe day
she | earned to speak.

VI VI ANE
| can’t believe she didn't know t he neani ng of “nee”

ROSALI ND
Before I'd go off to the theatre, 1'd always read to her before
putting her to bed. | think what stopped ny reading to her was

that by the time | had gotten through the usual children’s stories
for her age-level, her intellect-level was denmandi ng sonething far
nor e advanced.

(Edge of sadness)

| always enjoyed reading to herJl"msorry it ended so soon and
she started reading for herself.

VI VI ANE
Good god! How many of us read The Origins of the Species at seven
years of age? M literary taste reaches only as high as the
shel ves contai ni ng the heavi ng bosom novel s, not the works of
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Goul d, Suzuki and Sagan. |'mas shallow and raucous as they cone
and love it. Never will | be a scientific intellectual!

(Bot h ROCSALI ND and VI VI ANE
| augh)

| have to say that you and Kenneth have done a great job with her,
even if her French isn't very extensive. Wat a kid!

ROSALI ND
The best in the world. 1'd give ny life for her--
VI VI ANE
Did | ever say thanks for letting me be her godnother?
ROSALI ND
Ch, about this tinme every year.
VI VI ANE
And that IvyOjust as bright, just as great. Fel i x has done a
great job--
ROSALI ND

It’s hard enough raising a bright child with both parents on the
scene, Felix has had to do it al one.

VI VI ANE
lvy’s rightOyou two | ove to pat each other on the back. It’s
nice we’'re all here under the sanme roof. WellOnearly. If you

want to call this fossilized nonstrosity of a conplex “under the
sane roof ?”

ROSALI ND
It’s like a castle in the days of yoredA whole conmunity within
the protective confines of stone, surrounded by a watery noat - -

VI VI ANE
That’ s not a watery noat! That’'s electronic security!
(A slight pause)

This science interest of Ivy'sOls there any future in it?

ROSALI ND
| suppose it depends on what you nean by “future?”

VI VI ANE
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The materialist that | am | guess | nean noney. Do scientists
make a | ot of nobney?

ROSALI ND
Sonme, | suppose.

VI VI ANE
And this environnmental |aw interest of Becky' s ..7?

ROSALI ND
Kenneth will see that she at least has a job. And it is nore re-
alistic than being an astronaut. She gets notion sick so easily.
Renenber that Cunberland River cruise? And you couldn’'t even feel
t he boat noving.

VI VI ANE
What do you think she’ll decide upon, in the end?

ROSALND
The end of what?

VI VI ANE
H gh school, of course.

ROSALI ND
|’mnot sure. It frightens ne--

VI VI ANE
Frightens you? In what way?

ROSALI ND

|’d hate to see her brain wasted, or take up a profession too easy
for her.

VI VI ANE
Li ke acting is for you? You re a phenonena, Roz. This two-year
appoi nt ment - -

ROSALI ND
It’s supposed to be a neaningful diversion--

VI VI ANE
Perhaps that’s why Becky junps around frominterest to interest.
She hasn’t hit upon a career goal that’s meani ngful --

ROSALI ND
It’s not the sane thing, Viviane. But she’s young. W rarely
know what we want at Becky’'s age, no matter how big the 1.Q Do
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you think I’ m being ponpous in accepting this Washi ngton appoi nt -
nment ?

VI VI ANE
No one coul d accuse you of being “ponpous.”
ROSALI ND
What woul d you worry about then?
VI VI ANE
Trying not to worry about anything, |ike this appointnent, or

Becky failing at something or other.

ROSALI ND
The first born are usually successful.

VI VI ANE
What in heaven’s nane does that nean?

ROSALI ND
A random t hought .

VI VI ANE

What do psychol ogi sts say about only children?

ROSALI ND
Sonmething to the effect that they are self-centered and spoil ed.

VI VI ANE
Becky is that. But only to a certain degree--

ROSALI ND
Kenneth and | have tried to make her self-sufficient, responsible,
and- -

VI VI ANE
Wi ch she is.
ROSALI ND
Too much so?
VI VI ANE
When she was five, | thought | was taking a fully matured person

to lunch. Five years old and she was talking |like a Nobel Laure-
at e!

ROSALI ND
Precoci ous- -
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VI VI ANE
Perceptive, but thank god she has a sense of hunor—

ROSALI ND

And an active imaginationldlike Denny. Except, she's socially ma-
ture, and has never been cruel or shown signs of cruelty. Denny
was cruel .

VI VI ANE
You can’t conpare a golden child to a down-and-out flake! Your
brother tried to bum $50 off nme. Right there in the maternity
ward. Not bad-I|ooking though. Al the nurses, even that one who
| ooked |i ke she should have been in The Ring Cycle, were drooling
over him

ROSALI ND
Wiy do | suddenly feel uneasy?

VI VI ANE
Do you?

ROSALI ND
There’s a foreboding in ny bones--

VI VI ANE
It is Decenber 31st, Roz.

ROSALI ND
Yes ...?

VI VI ANE

My mat ernal grandnot her was one for folklore. M brothers and |
used to love to go visit her in Miine over the Christmas holidays.
| renmenber one Christmas she told us that at m dni ght on Decenber
31st the first person to cross your threshold can either be a
lucky thing or a bad thing. A fair-haired man or a woman i s un-

| ucky but a dark-conpl exi oned man bearing a gift, particularly a

coin or a piece of bread, even a tiny little bit of coal, is
| ucky.
ROSALI ND
Well O guess | needn’t worry. Denny is not a bl ond.
VI VI ANE
Fai r-haired doesn’t necessarily nmean “blond.” He had |ight brown

hair, didn't he? Yes. Straight, not curly. He was tanned.
remenber the tan
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ROSALI ND
He was playing winter ball in Venezuel a.

VI VI ANE
Very noody. Wiy do | get that idea? | only nmet himthat one tine
when you were in the hospital with Becky. He seened to be in and
out of the maternity ward |ike he was between pl anes.

ROSALI ND
He probably was. | don’t remenber why he was in Manhattan. But
|’msure it wasn't to see his newlittle niece. | think it was
sinply a coincidence that he was there the day after Becky was
born. It doesn't really matter. Does it? Denny and | have never
gotten al ong.

VI VI ANE
You think he'll show up for the cerenony?

ROSALI ND
Why should he? He nmay not even know about it.

VI VI ANE
Any idea where he is?

ROSALI ND
None. | haven’t seen himsince that day in the hospital. Wy

this sudden interest in Denny?

VI VI ANE
|’ma grown-up child who's never gotten over asking why? He's one
subj ect you’ ve always been very nute about.

ROSALI ND
Denny was an odd duck. He never got along with people, even as a
kid. And he bounced around between too nmany m nor | eague teans to
make people confortable with him Not that he didn’t have sone
talent as a pitcher. He justOWlIl, people never liked himand he
never made an effort to be |iked.

VI VI ANE
But never any letters or Christmas cards from hinf?

ROSALI ND
We got a Christmas card from hi mabout eight years ago. He wote,
“Send me $5,000.” W didn’t. The return address was in Tai wan.
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(DENNY CRYER appears on the
corner of the apron. Although
35, thin and scruffy-I ooking,
his characterization is that of
a teenager. HE is wearing sl acks
alittle too baggy on him a

a gray sweat shirt, tennis shoes
and socks, and a red baseball

cap)
VI VI ANE
Don’t they play baseball in Taiwan?
ROSALI ND
We have never exchanged birthday cards. Never. |In fact, as kids

he al ways made ny birthdays m serabl e.

(ROSALI ND noves asi de. DENNY
CRYER yel | s at her)

DENNY
(Taunti ngly)
Ain’t you gonna bl ow out your sixteen candles, rat-face!l?

ROSALI ND
(Angry, yelling at him
You made Momma si ck!

DENNY
VWho cares!? Wo cares!? Wo cares!?

(HE sticks out his tongue at
her)

ROSALI ND
She spent all night fixing up that cake and you had to go and ruin
it by putting those awful June bugs on it!

DENNY
Better than candl es! Besides, you never said you didn’t |ike no
June bugs--

ROSALI ND
She’s in the bathroomthrow ng up--
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DENNY
Momrma’ s puking! She’s always puking! It ain’t got nothing to do
wi th them June bugs! Mmma’'s puking! Mmma' s puking!

ROSALI ND
You're a disgusting little animal, Denny Cryer!

(ROSALIND returns to the present
and VI VI ANE

(DENNY exits)

|’d forgotten how m serable he made ny life. W spent nost of our
time not talking to each other, or else we would be fighting.
There was a tree house in the backyard. He spent lots of tinme up
there playing with his baseball cards or sulking. | never seened
to get to use it except when he was at baseball practice or in a
gane sonewhere. Did you ever clinb trees as a kid, Viviane?

VI VI ANE

No. And for the same reason | never learned to ride a bike and
why | shouldn’t ice skatedl’mclunmsy! But | know what you're
sayi ng about brothers. They can be a painin the ass. | was at a
di sadvantage. There were two of them and only one of ne. They
used to do the nmeanest things to me. They |oved catching noths
and chasing ne around the yard, threatening to stuff them down the
back of ny blouse. Sonetines they caught ne. The little non-
sters.

(Laughi ng fondly)
We're the best of friends now O course, they're married and
have their own brood of brats to contend with. There is sonme jus-

tice. But you and Denny ..?

ROSALI ND
Al together different. | don't know. Wth us, it was always war-

fareQas far back as | can renenber, he hated ne ...
(A slight pause)
VI VI ANE

What did your parents do about it?

ROSALI ND
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Very littleOactually.

VI VI ANE
Seens irresponsi bl e.

ROSALI ND
You have to understand the household we lived in. Papa was an ec-
centric university professordvery bright and very nuch into his
research. [If he wasn’'t at the university teaching and holding his
office hours, he was in his study at home with the “off limts”
sign dangling fromthe door knob.

(Anot her pause)

VI VI ANE
Yes?

ROSALI ND
After Denny’s birth, Momma never regained her health and because
of that, she often went into deep states of depression. Dad called
t hem her “dark noods.” She cried a lot during those times. And
it was during those tinmes that Denny seened to be at his nost ter-

ri bl ed nore obnoxi ous than what was usual for him The nore Monma
was depressed, the neaner Denny was!

VI VI ANE
What about vacations? Surely as a famly you went on vacations
t oget her ?

ROSALI ND
We'd start out but be back in the driveway before we got out of
town. Denny would get to taunting me until a full-fledged argu-
ment exploded. Mmma would start to cry anddl'msure if we'd
been a fam |y of |emm ngs, Papa would have driven us off the near-

est cliff. Instead, he would turn the car around and go back
home. He’'d nmake a beeline to his study, Monmma to bed with her
Valium and Denny to his tree house. 1'd get on ny bike and go

visit one of ny friends.

(DENNY re-enters; his left
armis in a cast and sling)

| remenber one particular tinme when we actually talked to each
other for nore than a mnute. And | had, for sonme unknown reason



37

managed not to let his belligerent attitude provoke nme the way it
usual ly did. Denny had fallen and broken his arm He was wearing
this cast in a sling and it all seened so huge for his snal
frame--

DENNY
(Whi ni nQ)
It’s always ny left arm
ROSALI ND
You favor it.
DENNY
|’ m not | eft-handed, stupid.
ROSALI ND
It doesn’t matter. You favor it.
DENNY
You think I do it on purpose?
ROSALI ND
No. You do it cause you're left-hand oriented--
DENNY
You don’t know nothing. |’ mright-handed.
ROSALI ND
(Casual |l y)
That’ s not what | nean--
DENNY

| know what you nean. You think there’'s something wong with
meldthat |’ m dunb.

ROSALI ND
Monma didn’t want you to be | eft-handed. She didn’'t want you to
wite with your left hand, eat with your |eft hand--

DENNY
Wy ?

ROSALI ND
Just superstition--

DENNY

And what’s that supposed to nean?

ROSALI ND
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That not hi ng good conmes of being |eft-handed.

DENNY
That’ s stupid. Wiere' d she cone up with such a stupid idea?
ROSALI ND
It’s one of Momma’s quirks--
DENNY
Dad’ s | eft-handed.
ROSALI ND
That’ s not sonething she could control --
DENNY
I’1l be a south paw pitcher. Geat! That’'lIl show her. God ny
armhurts. | probably will have trouble with it all my life.
It’Il mean having to stick with being an ordinary right-handed
pitcher.
ROSALI ND

You can al ways play another position--

DENNY
You're stupid. You don’t know nothing! Wiy don’t you say somne-
t hi ng?

ROSALI ND
| m t hi nki ng.

DENNY
Grls don't think

ROSALI ND
Don’t be an asshol e, Denny.

DENNY

" mgonna tell Momyou said that.

(RCSALI ND doesn’t answer him
HE circles her distrustfully)

Don’'t you care that I'll tell her you called nme an asshol e?

ROSALI ND
Way do you al ways have to argue? 1t’'s such a beautiful summer day
and it’s quiet. Can’t you just sit back and enjoy it all?
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DENNY
You nean, daydreanf

ROSALI ND
There’s nothing wong with daydreaming. M. Duncan says it’s
heal t hy- -

DENNY
M. Duncan is a fruit cake!
ROSALI ND
Don’t be narrow m nded, Denny- -
DENNY
He's a fairy!
ROSALI ND
That’ s his business--
DENNY
You’ d never catch ne taking any of his classes.
ROSALI ND
VWiy? What are you afraid of?
DENNY
| mnot afraid of nothing.
ROSALI ND
Dad says M. Duncan has a naster’s degree in psychol ogy--
DENNY
Psychol ogi sts are weirdos.
ROSALI ND

Are you afraid you m ght |earn sonethingdsonething about yourself
that you don’t want to know?

DENNY
There’s nothing wong with ne!

ROSALI ND
No.
(Easily, but nmore to herself
t han t o DENNY)
No, of course not--

DENNY



(Yelling at her)
| told you there’s nothing wong with ne!

(ROSALI ND turns away, staring
into the far distance, DENNY
waiting for her to respond to
hi s statenent)

Vell .2

ROSALI ND
well .2

DENNY
What ' re you daydream ng about ?

(ROSALI ND does not answer)

DENNY
Grls are stupid!

(DENNY exits angrily)

VI VI ANE
How gruesone.
(Hal f-serious, half-joking)
Maybe Denny was a changel i ng?

ROSALI ND
It would be an explanation, if such things occur.

VI VI ANE
Who's to say they don’'t? M grandnother believed in such

t hi ngsOwi zards, wi tches, pixies, gnomes and trolls.

ROSALI ND
Wiy have you never nentioned this New Year’'s Eve superstition of
your grandnot her’s before?

VI VI ANE

Well O haven't thought about it in years. | guess it’s your
tal king about a “foreboding in your bones.”

40
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(REBECCA enters with VIVIANE S
drink, going directly to her.
They are startled by her
entrance. REBECCA hands the
drink to VI VI ANE)

What did you do, Becky? Go down to Nashville for it?



42

REBECCA
No. | couldn’'t get the seal off the bottle. It took Sunny and a
sharp carving knife to break it. You d think soneone had seal ed a
genie in it--

VI VI ANE

| hope not! It’'s bad enough when there’'s little worns in bottles
of |iquor!

(VI VI ANE exam nes her drink

before taking a sip. 1In the
meant i ne, REBECCA | ooks over at
ROSALI ND

(The doorbell rings, once)

REBECCA
That’'s the G ands!

(REBECCA qui ckly exits, yell-
i ng as SHE goes)

|11 get it, Sunny!

VI VI ANE
| haven’'t seen the “Grands” since the Fourth of July when Corne
tried to set ny hair on fire with one of those sparkl er things!

(CORNEL LI ONHEART and his wife
EDNA enter the living room They
are 63 and 60 respectively. As
they enter, they hand their coats
and gl oves to REBECCA, who
deposits them of f-stage, then
conmes i medi ately back into the

room

ROSALI ND
Edna and Cor nel .

(They ki ss and hug)
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CORNEL
How s ny favorite actress?

EDNA
| don’t know how you' re going to stand not being on the stage for
the next two years, Roz?

CORNEL
Are you kidding? D.C ’'s the biggest stage in the world!

(EDNA st eps over and gives
VIVIANE a friendly hug. CORNEL
nmoves toward VIVI ANE but steps
cautiously back, shaking his
finger at her)

No, no. You' re a dangerous woman, Viviane Neel. 1’d better keep
nmy di stance.
EDNA
Oh, really, Cornel. [It’s a wonder she tolerates being in the sane
roomw th you after what you did to her |ast sunmer.
CORNEL
It was an acci dent--
EDNA
It was m schief, Cornel--
CORNEL
A m sadvent ure- -
EDNA
Pure, unadul terated m schief.
CORNEL

But | apol ogi zed on bended knee. Did | not, Viviane?

VI VI ANE
Yes. And | have to admt, it was done quite gallantly.

(Feeling safer, HE steps over to
VI VI ANE and gives her a kiss on
t he cheek)
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But ny Father always said that “forgiving is easy, getting even
t he chal | enge.”

(CORNEL quickly retreats to his
wife' s side)

CORNEL
He wasn’t a | awer, was he?
VI VI ANE
No. He was a horticulturist. He ran a nursery to the day he
died. 1 think it was sonme itinerant crab grass that killed him
CORNEL
(Taken in)
| didn’t know that, Viviane.
EDNA

She’s pulling your |eg, Cornel.

(To ROSALI ND)
It al ways amazes ne how Cornel can be such a successful |awer and
yet be so naive.

CORNEL
(Enbar r assed)
Justice is blindfolded, mdear.

EDNA
Yes. She is, isn't she? But we're not tal king about justice.
(To VI VI ANE)

|’ ve always said there should be two other wonmen up al ongsi de Ms.
Bl i ndf ol ded Justice: One conpatriot with her hands over her ears
and the other with her hands over her nouth. Like the three non-
keys. “Hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil.” Crimnal jus-

ticeOHa! More like “justice for the crimnal, not for the vic-
tinf--

CORNEL

W1l you ever stop being a policeman’s daughter, Edna?
EDNA

No nore than you' Il ever free yourself from your naiveté.

(EDNA gi ves himan affectionate
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pat on the cheek, then sits on
t he sof a)

Kenneth isn’t here yet?

ROSALI ND
He' s probably stopped off for sonething--

REBECCA

Velldit can’t be for flowers. M. Young-Sternlight has been
cluttering this place with flowers, flowers, flowers.

EDNA
| s she joining us tonight?

ROSALI ND
| couldn’t see not asking her. She’s been hel ping Sunny with the
neal - -

REBECCA
She’ s maki ng herself irrepl aceabl e.

VI VI ANE
Li ke Eve Harrington ...?

EDNA
Bewar e, Rosal i nd- -

VI VI ANE

Ahdit is a night for onmens to cone true.

CORNEL
VWhat “omens?”

(CORNEL | ooks fromside to
si de)

ROSALI ND
It has sonmething to do with it being Decenmber 31st.

CORNEL
The | ast day of the year? Wat’'s that got to do with “onens?”

VI VI ANE
Just a story | told Roz about strangers crossing the threshold at
m dni ght on Decenber 31st. |It’s an old-world superstition.



(Silence. CORNEL | ooks from
VI VI ANE t o ROSALI ND, then back
to VI VI ANE)

ROSALI ND
There’s nothing to worry about, Cornel. W’re not expecting any
i nsi dious strangers tonightOjust friends--

(Suddenly, there is a bl ood-
curdling scream of f - st age.
RUBY YOUNG STERNLI GHT, any-
where fromher |late 20s to
early 30s, conmes running into
the living room SHE is hys-
terical

(EDNA and CORNEL junp to their
feet as ROSALI ND, REBECCA and
VIVIANE turn in reaction to
RUBY’ S pani c-stricken state)

RUBY
Burglar! Burglar in the cupboard!

CORNEL
(To EDNA, perpl exed)
What’s in the cupboard?

EDNA
A burgl ar--

ROSALI ND
Ms. Young-Sternlight, what are you tal ki ng about ?

VI VI ANE
A burglar in the cupboard, Roz--

RUBY
(Gasping for breath)

YO yes.

VI VI ANE
It nmust be sone species of spider--
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NLI no,

It’s no spider,

Ms.

RUBY

(SUNNY enters, trying to
suppress her |aughter)

SUNNY
Neel . [t’s--

(COLBY BI LLI NGS cones bursting
into the living room right
behind SUNNY. HE is holding a
boom box and HE turns it on ful
blast. The CDis a hot, jazzy
but strictly Broadway type of
nmusi cal piece. HE puts the boom
box on the table behind the
couch, noves D.S. and begins to
dance

(REBECCA turns away in disgust
and pl ops down on the couch

(RUBY YOUNG- STERNLI GHT backs
away into a corner, unable to
conprehend that her burglar in
t he cupboard is a 14-year-old
dancer

(ROSALI ND, VI VI ANE, CORNEL and
EDNA step back to give COLBY
pl enty of room

(SUNNY renains by the door, a
sm | e breaking across her face

(When COLBY finishes his nunber,
it is on his knees in front of
REBECCA. Everyone claps. How
ever, this is too nmuch for her
SHE picks up one of the pillows
fromthe couch and starts to beat
hi m over the head with it. HE

junps up, runs up to his boom box.

At the sane instance, SUNNY opens
t he door. COLBY grabs the boom
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box and makes hi s get-a-way.
REBECCA throws the pillow toward
the retreating COLBY, only to hit
t he vase of flowers. The vase
falls to the floor and breaks.
SUNNY qui ckly goes and picks up

t he pieces of glass shard, then
the flowers)

CORNEL
Breaki ng gl ass is seven years bad | uck--

VI VI ANE
Only if it’s a mrror that’ s broken--

(EDNA points to the broken

vase)

EDNA
That’ s crystal --

REBECCA
" msorry, Mom

CORNEL
|s there a curse for breaking crystal ..?

VI VI ANE

Yes! When it’s Waterford Cyrstal --

REBECCA
Why does Col by do things like this?

(RUBY pul | s a handker chi ef
from her pocket and bl ows her
nose | oudl y)

RUBY
He junped right out of that odd little kitchen cupboard--
SUNNY
( Expl ai ni ng)

The ol d dumbwai t er - -
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RUBY
He scared the living daylights out of ne--

REBECCA
He’s driving ne nuts!

(SUNNY directs YOUNG STERNLI GHT
toward the open door. |In
addition, SUNNY is carrying the
br oken vase and fl owers)

SUNNY
At | east he nmade his exit through the front door--

(As SUNNY and RUBY nove through
the hall door, SUNNY turns back
t o ROSALI ND)

VI VI ANE
It’s probably easier com ng down that dunmbwaiter than going up
it--

SUNNY
|1l get a rag to soak up the water, Ms. Lionheart--

VI VI ANE
Particularly when the gears are rusted--

RUBY
How was | to know it was Rebecca’ s boyfriend?

ROSALI ND
(To SUNNY)

Have her go and lie down, Sunnyto settle her nerves.

SUNNY
Yes, M's. Lionheart.

(SUNNY shuts the door as they
exit)

REBECCA
He’s not ny boyfriend! Not, not, not mny boyfriend!

49
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(REBECCA turns to her nother,
as if seeking help from her)

Mot her ...?

VI VI ANE
| wonder how he does it? He nust have to rely on the pulley. You
know, that’s really dangerous, Roz. Those ropes have to be rot-
ting through--

ROSALI ND
Yes. | should probably talk to the manager about sealing it off.
(Looking at her wrist watch)
Look at the time, Becky. W need to get cleaned up and changed.

VI VI ANE
Me, too, as well as check mnmy bruises fromtoday’'s m sadventures on
the ice.

(VIVI ANE turns and addresses
CORNEL in a teasing way)

[’1l be back, Cornel

(VI'VI ANE exits)

CORNEL
|’mnot certain | like the way she said that?

EDNA
It’s only your guilty conscience.

ROSALI ND
11 have Sunny bring in drinks.

(ROSALI ND puts her arm around
REBECCA and directs her out of
the living roomthrough the hal
door, then shuts it)
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Yes. Well, | could use a doubl e-doubl e sonet hing or other.

EDNA
Darling, you have such a way with words. But then,
yer.

you are a | aw

(HE gi ves her a doubl e-take. SHE

smles sweetly and sits)

( BLACKOUT)

END OF ACT I, SCENE 1
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ACT |
SCENE 2
SETTI NG An hour or so l|later.
AT Rl SE; KENNETH LI ONHEART, a handsone nan

of 39, is addressing the occupants
in the room that is, EDNA,

CORNEL, VI VI ANE and | VYO VI VI ANE
and | VY have changed to attire to
match the evening' s festivities.
CORNEL and | VY are seated on the
couch. They are playing a two-
handed card gane. EDNA and VI VI ANE
are seated in the easy chairs.

KENNETH
(Vi sibly upset)
It is one of the nbst unsettling things that’s ever happened to
ne.

VI VI ANE
It'’s terrible, Kenneth--

EDNA
There's sonething like this in the papers and on the eveni ng news
all of the tine. It seens soll barbarous!

(CORNEL puts down his cards,

pi cks up his enpty glass from

t he cocktail table, stands,

pats his son on the shoul der,
then goes to where a liquor tray
sits on the table behind the
couch. First, he pours out a

gl ass of vodka for his son, then
HE refills his own glass with
vodka and ice cubes)

CORNEL
Peopl e have been doing this for thousands of years, Edna.

| VY
It’s what happened in that G eek nyth about OCedi pus--
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EDNA
This isn’t a Geek nyth, 1vy.

(CORNEL crosses to his son and
hands hi mone of the two gl asses
of vodka HE is carrying)

CORNEL

On the contrary, it is exactly like a G eek nythdabandoni ng a
baby on sone hillside so that the wol ves can devour it--

EDNA
We're tal king about a trash bin on the streets of Manhattan, not a
hillside in ancient G eece!

KENNETH
The unbilical cord was still attached.

(RCSALIND enters, dressed in a
stunni ng | oungi ng gown. SHE
goes directly to KENNETH and
gi ves him a ki ss)

VI VI ANE
You can’t believe what Kenneth has been through, Roz.

(REBECCA enters, gaily
dressed in red)

ROSALI ND
(To EDNA)
| can, if he cane by way of Tines Square.

REBECCA
On New Year’'s Eve? That would not only be crazy, Mom but the
w ong way hone.

EDNA
This is serious, Becky.

ROSALI ND
(To KENNETH)
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Wher e have you been?

VI VI ANE
I n emergency- -

ROSALI ND

(Al ar med)

“Emer gency” ?

REBECCA
The hospital, Dad?

ROSALI ND
Who got hurt at the office party?

REBECCA
| bet it was that new paralegal. Wat did she do? Fall in the
paper shredder?

EDNA

Your father has had a terrible shock. And not one I'd like to see
happen to anyone--

ROSALI ND
“ Shock?”
CORNEL
Do they have any idea who the nother is, Ken?
KENNETH
Not at this point--
ROSALI ND

“Mot her is”? Kenneth, what happened? Wy have you been in ener-
gency?

(EDNA hands CORNEL her enpty
wi ne gl ass)

EDNA
On the way out of the office, Kenneth found a newborn baby in the
trash bin on the sidewal k- -

REBECCA
Just |ike Amber Lynn Col e.

VI VI ANE
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Who' s Amber Lynn Col e?

(CORNEL, placing his glass of
vodka on one of the end tables,
goes back to the liquor tray and
refills his wife’'s glass with
red w ne)

| VY

She has dance class with usOlives in Brooklyn. She found an in-
fant’s body wapped up in newspaper on the subway- -

VI VI ANE
The baby was dead when she found it?

REBECCA
Yes. The sane week an hour-old i nfant was found abandoned on a
bus bench in Van Nuys, California--

EDNA
It’s an epidem c--

VI VI ANE
(Emphati cal | y)
| need a drink!

(VI'VI ANE gets up and goes
to the liquor tray. SHE
pours herself a short
bour bon)

ROSALI ND
Any idea who the nother is?

KENNETH
An enpl oyee at a canmera shop described a pregnant transient who's
been in the area this week. He gave a fairly decent description
of the woman.

(CORNEL takes the glass of
W ne to EDNA)
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Wi te European ancestry, in her late twenties or early thirties,

with Iight blue eyes and blond hair, although quite dirtydpart of
it was tucked up under a red ski cap. The canera shop enpl oyee
says she wasn't dressed agai nst the cold. She had on tennis shoes,
men’ s sl acks and a gray sweat shirt. He saw soneone in the nusic
store across the street take out a coat to her two days ago. The
police are trying to contact that man. He left yesterday to visit
his parents in Maine over the New Year.

(A slight pause; KENNETH
takes a sip of his drink,
then turns to ROSALI ND)

| asked the hospital to call here. They don't give the baby a

very good chance of surviving. 1’|l be going to the police sta-
tion tonorrowto fill out a statenent--

REBECCA
How d you cone to find it in a trash bin, Dad?

KENNETH
| was waiting for the signal to change. | heard this noisel paper
rustling in the sidewalk litter basket. | |ooked down and into
it, thinking it mght be a cat digging around. | saw the hand,

first. One of the people fromthe firmwas right behind nme and |
had them go back into the building and call the paranmedics. They
were there in less than ten mnutes, the police right behind them

(Awkwar d pause)

EDNA
Ch, | get so tired of being depressed by humanity’s shortcom ngs.
CORNEL
Yes. Well, it does put sonething of a danper on the evening--
VI VI ANE
| f the baby |ivesOwhat happens to it?
ROSALI ND
Kennet h, we don’t know what sex it is?
KENNETH
It’s a boy. He'll go into a foster honme. If the nother’s iden-

tity is never learned, | suppose he’' Il be put up for adoption.
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VI VI ANE
Not a good way to begin life, is it? Thrown into a trash bin a

coupl e hours after you' re born ...?

CORNEL
And perhaps his life in the wonb nay have been as nuch a dis-

advantagedif the nother is a drug addict or has H V--

VI VI ANE
| feel cheap. |Is that the right word, Becky? No, not cheap.
Less civilized by this incident.

KENNETH
Sorry, Viviane. But the dismal fact is, our society is awash in
col d- hearted nal evol ence all of the tinme. | just don't expect to
have it present itself to me on New Year’s Eve in the formof an
abandoned newborn. In other forns? Yes. But not this way.
CORNEL

It jangles our noral sensibility. Mirder reported by the news ne-
dia seens to | eave us w thout nmuch genuine anxiety. But a nother
abandoni ng her newborn child? It scares us.

VI VI ANE
Yes. That's it, Cornel. Fear .

CORNEL
For nost of us, infanticide is a terrifying formof nurder--

VI VI ANE
What was that play, Roz, you turned down several years agollwhere
the nother kills her two children when the father discards her for
a younger wonan? It was one of those gl oony G eek classics--

EDNA
Anot her Greek nyth?

ROSALI ND
Medea.

VI VI ANE
Yes. Medea.

CORNEL

Another first wife tossed over for a younger woman- -

VI VI ANE
Yes. But do they all kill their children in revenge?
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CORNEL
No. At least, |’'ve never had a divorce case where infanticide re-
sul ted when the husband turned in his old wife for a younger one--

EDNA
Do these things happen in societies where polygany is allowed?
CORNEL
| don’t know. |’mnot a cultural anthropol ogist.
EDNA
Becky?
REBECCA
In sone caseslbut | think the notive is nore convoluted than a
want for revenge. It could be econom cal or saving face--

(VI'VI ANE sal utes BECKY with her
drink; BECKY smles, then turns
to the liquor tray)

VI VI ANE
Never the sinple answer for our little Runpole.

CORNEL
Runpol e?

ROSALI ND
Yes. Runpole of the Bailey.

REBECCA
Sunny forgot the ginger ale ...

I VY
There isn’t any.

REBECCA

The refrigerator had two full bottles in it last night?

I VY
Sunny says Ms. Young-Sternlight drank it all.

(I'VY holds up a half-filled
gl ass of col a)
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There’s plenty of cola in the cupboard ...

REBECCA
Not the dunmbwaiter, | hope?

(1'VY giggles; REBECCA gives
VIVI ANE a guilty glance)

| phoned and told Ivy what Col by did--

VI VI ANE

| figured as nuch. WellOYou ve got to give himcredit for |earn-
ing dramatic entrances early--

REBECCA
| wish he’d do them sonewhere el se.

VI VI ANE
There’s sone ginger ale in nmy kitchen, Becky.

REBECCA
Thanks, Aunt Vivi ane. Cola'll do.

( REBECCA pours herself a col a.
In the nmeantinme, ROSALIND goes
to the liquor tray and | ooks it
over before pouring herself a
gl ass of white w ne)

| VY

Ms. Young-Sternlight isn't having dinner with us tonight.
REBECCA

Why not ?
| VY

Sunny gave her a couple of tranquilizers to cal mher down after
Col by’s surprise visit. They calnmed her down to the point that
she’s as functional as a drunken sail or.

VI VI ANE
How woul d you know about a “drunken sail or?”

| VY
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| don’t. That was Sunny’s figure of speech.

ROSALI ND
Sunny better keep an eye on her.

| VY
They’re Ms. Young-Sternlight’s tranquilizers. She has a prescrip-
tion for them-

VI VI ANE

AhOthe truth comes out about Ms. Efficiency. She has an Achil -
| es’ Heel.

EDNA
Anot her Greek all usi on.

CORNEL
| find her a bit peculiar.

EDNA

Not as peculiar as that new paral egal you hired.

(Fi ni shing of f her w ne)

CORNEL
| didn’t hire her. Personnel hired her.
VI VI ANE
But it’s your law firm Cornel. Don't you have any say-so in per-
sonnel matters?
CORNEL
Do you oversee all personnel matters at your agency, Viviane?
VI VI ANE
Yes.
CORNEL
Wel | Ounl ess sonething earth-shattering happens, | let the office

manager and personnel people take care of the hiring and firing.
Besi des, that new paralegal nmet all the job requirenents and had
excellent letters of reconmmendati on--

EDNA
It’s a known fact that the less qualified or efficient get the

best reconmendati onsOparticularly if they have job security at a



pl ace that wants to get rid of them She canme from a governnent
office, didn’t she?

CORNEL
(Avoi di ngl y)
Wul d you like me to refill your glass, Edna?

(The doorbell buzzes)

VWho's that?

EDNA
It nmust be Felix.

VA
Dad’s not comng, Ms. Lionheart. He's sick. Flu.

VI VI ANE
Perhaps it’s Col by, comng in the conventional way ...?

REBECCA
(Explicit but not rude)
He wasn’t invited.

(VIVIANE smiles a m schievous
smile)

VI VI ANE
How ungraci ous of you, Becky. And we’'re short one person at the
di nner table.

(VI VI ANE wi nks at ROSALI ND)

EDNA

Actually, we’'re short by two people. RenmenberdMs. Young-
Sternlight is indisposed?

VI VI ANE
Wuldn't it be nice to have Col by join us?
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REBECCA

He’ Il be watching the countdown on TV. He al ways does.
VI VI ANE

But we’'ll have eaten | ong before m dnight, Becky.

(REBECCA turns to her nother,
showi ng sone el enent of dis-
tress)

REBECCA
Wiy is it necessary to invite Col by?

ROSALI ND
You don’t have to if you don’t want to, darling--

REBECCA
He's solerhyperacti ve.

(M VI ANE starts to | augh)

You' re teasing ne?

VI VI ANE
Alittle reprisal for making fun of nme over ny lack of ice-skating
skills.

REBECCA
Funny, Aunt Viviane--

(The door opens and SUNNY
enters

(RCSALIND turns toward her)

SUNNY
M's. Lionheart, there’s a M. Dennis Cryer here to see you?

ROSALI ND
(Ast ounded)
Denny? Here? At our door?



(KENNETH steps over to SUNNY)

KENNETH
How d he get by security?

SUNNY
He says he told M. Anderson he’s Ms. Lionheart’s brother and
showed hi s passport. M. Anderson |let himon the el evator.

ROSALI ND
Wiy didn’t M. Anderson call us first?

SUNNY
Should | call downstairs and ask ...?

ROSALI ND
It’s all right. Please show himin, Sunny.

(KENNETH turns and | ooks at
ROSALI ND

( SUNNY exits)

VI VI ANE
Tal k about coincidenceslJRoz and | were taking about himearlier.

(Atrifle unsettled, ROSALIND
takes a coupl e sips of her
W ne)

KENNETH
We haven’t seen him since Becky was born--

ROSALI ND
(Now, suspicious; perhaps,
SHE di spl ays an edge of
anger, too)
What’s he want after all this tine?

VI VI ANE
You'll find out soon enough.
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(SUNNY re-enters, ushering in
DENNY CRYER. HE is wearing
the sane clothes as in Scene 1
except he now has on a coat.
He | ooks quite “seedy”)

DENNY
| just flewin fromlndonesia--

VI VI ANE
| bet your arns are tired?

(HE | ooks over at VIVIANE, a
crooked sm | e appearing on his
nmout h)

DENNY
| renmenber you. You were at the hospital that day. You relOerOa
OViviane, aren’t you?

VI VI ANE
YeahOthat’'s ne--

DENNY
Ful | of jokes then, too.

VI VI ANE

Some woul d say, smart al eck remarks.

KENNETH
Denny, take off your coat. Sunny ...?

(HE takes off the coat and
hands it to SUNNY, along with
the red baseball cap. SUNNY
exits with these itens. Hi s
tee-shirt is old, soiled, and
torn under one arm

(DENNY shakes KENNETH S out -
stretched hand, then HE noves
into the room curiously ignor-
ing ROSALIND. HE | ooks at EDNA
and CORNEL)
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These are ny parents, Denny. Edna and Cornel 00 Rosalind s brother,
Denny.

(HE shakes hands with both EDNA
and CORNEL)

CORNEL
Under st and you pl ay baseball? Have you been playing it in Indone-
sia?

DENNY
|’ ve played baseball all over the western side of the Pacific R m

Cornel Obut not in |Indonesi a.

(DENNY turns toward REBECCA
and 1VY, his eyes settling on
hi s ni ece)

DENNY
| didn’t get a very good | ook at you in the hospital, Rebecca.
You were w apped up like a freshly baked | oaf of bread.

REBECCA
An ei ght-pound | oaf of bread.

DENNY

Yeah( ei ght pounds.

(To ROSALI ND)
|’ d recognize her out of a mllion kids. She |ooks just |ike you
at 15.

(DENNY turns and spots the
Christnmas tree. HE crosses

to it)
Hey, manll ook at the Christmas tree! Still up. How about that?
But no presents? YeahOright. 1t’s no |longer Christmas. They’ ve

all been opened days ago. No one holds off opening Christnas pre-
sents ...
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(HE turns away, sees |VY and
noves to her)

REBECCA
This is ny best friend Ivy.

(DENNY just stares dully at

I VY for a few seconds, then
HE turns to and puts his
hands on REBECCA’' S shoul ders.
HE | ooks at her tightly)

DENNY
The Japanese are smartOreal smart. You got to be a team pl ayer.
There is no place for individuality or grand standing. You gotta
know your place. | spent a lot of tinme playing ball in Japan.
Then | coached for a while in Taiwan.

KENNETH
You' re not playing any |onger, Denny ..7?

(DENNY i gnores KENNETH S
guestion. HE takes his hands
away from REBECCA' S shoul ders
and turns toward ROSALI ND)

DENNY
HeyOrat-face, | see you re gonna be a big cheese in Washi ngton,
D.C. You're gonna set the world right, huh?

ROSALI ND
Hardly, in two years--

DENNY

Read in the newspaper in Taipei that you ve been picked because
you're the perfect role nodel when it comes to famly val ues.

(HE turns and addresses the

ot hers)
That’s a big | augh, considering we cane froma screwed-up famly--

REBECCA
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Dysfunctional ...?

DENNY
What’ s that nmean?
REBECCA
Screwed up.
ROSALI ND
(To DENNY)
Perhaps | | earned fromwhat shortcom ngs our famly haddbut you

didn't?

( DENNY whi ps around, eye-to-
eye with ROSALI ND)

DENNY
O maybe it was what that idiot counselor in high school said was
the “first born advantage”? Renenber that jerk? He conbed his
hair fromthe neck up and over the top of his bald head.

ROSALI ND
Denny, why are you here?

DENNY
Aa-ah, rat-facelain’'t you being unkind?

ROSALI ND
Suspi ci ous.

KENNETH
How about a drink, Denny?

DENNY
YeahOfine, Ken. What’cha got?

KENNETH
W ne, bourbon, col a--

DENNY

Haven't you got bottled water?

KENNETH
Yes.
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DENNY
I’ mtaking nedicineldwater is about all | can handle.

(KENNETH t akes a bottl e of

non- car bonated water, pours
it into a glass and adds a
coupl e of ice cubes)

CORNEL
You can catch all kinds of diseases in those south Asian coun-
tries--

DENNY
(To CORNEL)
YeahO practically anything you can think of is waiting under a
rock for you. But what | got good ol d I ndonesia gave ne free of
charge. Real generous of them Al kinds of things. YeahOreal
generous of them

(HE takes a hungry gul p of
water, nearly finishing off the
gl ass. KENNETH t akes the gl ass
back and refills it with nore
wat er)

ROSALI ND
What were you doing in |Indonesia?

DENNY

Vel | Owhen the coaching didn't pay off in Taiwan, | got a job with
thi s I ndonesi an conpany on sone damm island in the South China
Sea- -

(DENNY stops; HE sniffs the
air)

VWhat’s that | snell? J eez, don't tell nme I’ve interrupted your
dinner? And you're all dressed up.

REBECCA
We have a Feast to the New Year every year--
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A famly tradition? Part of your famly values, rat-face? A n't

that |ike you.

(KENNETH hands the gl ass of
wat er t o DENNY)

KENNETH

You're welcone to join us, Denny.
DENNY

HeyO | ove your manners, Ken--
VI VI ANE

Two couldn’t make it tonight. Sunny always cooks | anb roasts--
DENNY

Sacrificial |anbs? Does she slit their throats herself?
ROSALI ND

Stop it, Denny!
DENNY

| could use a little flesh of the |l anb. Most people gain a pot
belly as they get ol der

EDNA
Pl ayi ng basebal | has kept your wei ght down--

DENNY
It’s not playing baseball, Edna. No. | haven’'t played basebal
ei ght years.
(To ROSALI ND)

Who are the two not making it? A couple of swi shy actor-friends

of yours, rat-face--

REBECCA
WIIl you stop calling Momthat!?

DENNY
Ah-ah, a little rebel, huh? And an only child.
(To RCSALI ND)
Wy didn’'t you have a second child? Afraid?
(Back to REBECCA)

ManOyou rust be spoil ed.

in



VI VI ANE
She’s got the brains to get away with it,
DENNY
(To VI VI ANE)
Her god-nother. Right?
(To REBECCA)

| never really had a nother to speak of--

t 00.
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Mot her was an ill woman- -
DENNY
My fault. “She was never the sanme after she gave birth to you,

Denny.” That's what Dad always said. Wat did he care?

(A pause)

KENNETH
When di d your plane arrive, Denny?

DENNY
About an hour agoUat JFK

KENNETH
Non-stop from | ndonesi a?

DENNY

No. From Jakarta to Taipei, then across the wide Pacific to LAX

Had a stop-over in LAXOflew out this norning
(Quickly to VIVI ANE and over
an unpl easant | augh)

And, boy, are ny arns tired!

KENNETH
If you'd like to go |lie down--

DENNY
No, no. There's plenty of tine to sleepUlater. Plenty of tine.

( SUNNY ent ers)

SUNNY
D nner is ready, Ms. Lionheart--

DENNY
“Dinner is ready”?
(HE expel s anot her di sagree-
abl e | augh)
| thought it was butlers who said that and only in the novies.
Hey, this is too nmuch, rat--
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to REBECCA, and in the nost
passi ve way, asks:)

Is it okay if | call her Rozzy?

(A l ong pause)

RCSALI ND
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Sunny, woul d you set up another place. M. Cryer is joining us.

( SUNNY exits)

DENNY
But 1'"m not dressed for a traditional feast.

KENNETH
Where' s your | uggage?
DENNY
| DerOput it in a locker at the airport.
EDNA
Al of it?
DENNY
NoOerOjust a carry-on, Edna. | travel |ight.
ROSALI ND
Then you’ re not planning on staying in Manhattan?
DENNY
Not for very long. |’ m going hone--
ROSALI ND
Home? CQur chil dhood home?
DENNY
Yeah.
ROSALI ND
We don’t have that home any |onger, Denny. It was sold after

di ed.

Dad
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DENNY
(Suddenly, HE is highly exu-
ber ant)
HeyOthe feast will get cold!l [|I'mdying to taste these sacrifi-

ci al | anbs!

(DENNY puts out his left arm

to REBECCA. REBECCA hesitates
for a nonent but refuses to |et
DENNY intim date her. SHE takes
it and they exit out through the
door. But no sooner do they
exit, than DENNY re-appears)

Let’s don’t tal k behind people s backs. It ain't polite, you
know?

(HE | aughs and re-exits

( ROSALI ND gi ves KENNETH a
worried | ook. HE takes her arm
and they nove out the door,

foll owed by VIVI ANE, 1VY, EDNA
and CORNEL)

( BLACKOUT)

END OF ACT I, SCENE 2
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ACT |1
SETTI NG Cl ose to m dnight.
AT Rl SE: EDNA and CORNEL enter, neither

physically nor enotionally buoyant.
CORNEL i mmedi ately goes to the
liquor tray. HE pours hinself a
vodka and EDNA a glass of the red

wi ne, which finishes off the bottle.
In the nmeanti nme, EDNA noves over to
one of the easy chairs. SHE pl ops
intoit with a groan.

EDNA
No wonder Rosalind has had little to do with him He’ s downri ght
bi zarre!

CORNEL
As a |lawer, | have always considered it taboo to judge people on
first inpressions. But with him |'d have to nake an excepti on.

(CORNEL t akes the glass of
red wine to her

EDNA

Well Ol certainly wouldn’t trust himany further than I could
throw him

CORNEL
As thin as he is, that could entail several vyards.

(VI'VI ANE enters)

EDNA
(To VI VI ANE)
What ' s he doi ng?

VI VI ANE
(Weary di sgust)
Brushing his teeth.
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EDNA
He needs to do nore than brush his teeth.

VI VI ANE
It’d be useless. They say that one’s personality is set by two
years of age.

(VI'VI ANE pours herself a
short bour bon)

EDNA
He's certainly vague about what he has been doing in Indonesia.

VI VI ANE
He probably hung out with pirates--

EDNA
|’d believe thatOif there were still pirates on the high seas.

CORNEL
There areJand in that part of the world.

(VIVI ANE crosses to the
ot her easy chair and sits.
Then SHE takes a sip of
her bourbon

(REBECCA and | VY enter; they
are tal king)

REBECCA
| don’t think he's well.

| VY
Probably has nalaria. He shakes. Did you watch his hands while
he was eating?

REBECCA
Real pal sy. Does malaria cause pal sy?

| VY
Al l kinds of things can cause pal sy—

VI VI ANE
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Bewar e, doctorhe’s touchy at the slightest provocation--

EDNA
He is, isn't he?

VI VI ANE
| thought he was going to bite our heads off when we asked about
| ndonesi a- -

REBECCA
He thinks we’'re prying--

EDNA
You' d think we were asking himfor an alibi--

VI VI ANE
That’s it exactlydisn't it? He has guilt witten all over him
And full of inconsistencies. | bet he' s never even been in |ndo-
nesi a.

I VY

And he wears a chip on his shoulder the size of the Enpire State
Bui | di ng- -

REBECCA
Paranoid to the nth degree--

CORNEL
Al nost |ike a cheating spouse.

VI VI ANE

And you cone in contact with plenty.

CORNEL

Yet few of ny cases are for adultery, VivianeOnostly just plain,
ordinary inconpatibility.

EDNA
You don’t suppose he’'s been involved in illegal activities in In-
donesia and has gotten away by the skin of his teeth? W m ght be
harboring a crimnal?

VI VI ANE
| s The Bl ack Market a big thing over there?

CORNEL
The Bl ack Market is a big thing everywhere.
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(ROSALI ND, KENNETH and DENNY
enter)

DENNY
The Bl ack Market, Cornel? Wat’ya know about the underworld in
Asi a?

CORNEL
Wel Il O guess no nore than what | read in the papers and--

DENNY
You' d be surprised what they deal inOCDs to oranges!

(SUNNY enters with a bow of
ice cubes. SHE transfers the
ice into the canister on the
liquor tray. Then finding that
the bottle of red wine is
enpty, SHE takes that bottle
and the bowl and starts to
exit)

Hey Sunny. That were sone great dinner.

SUNNY

(Quietly polite)
Thank you, M. Cryer. I1'mglad you |liked the roasted | anb.

DENNY
| find it kind of hard to believe that everyone here is not as big
as suno westlers.

KENNETH
Sunny makes sure that what she cooks is well-bal anced and nutri -
tious--

DENNY
Like a training canp but with all kinds of herbs and spices m xed

in ...?

SUNNY
Yes, M. Cryer. Wth herbs and spices m xed in.

( SUNNY exits)



DENNY
Yet (O0she don’t look like a cook. Not to no big Broadway star.
And not with a body like that

ROSALI ND
Sunny was in the entertainnment field before she came to work for
us.

DENNY
| was right, huh? Wth a body |ike that, she had to be a chorus
girl. She was in one of your shows and saw the |ight, huh?

(RCSALI ND' S usual sophisticated
manner is wearing thin with
DENNY. SHE is beginning to take
on the inpatience SHE had with
himas a child and teenager)

ROSALI ND
What do you nean by that?

DENNY

HeyOain't it better to be tagging along in the wake of an i npor-
tant person like you than in sonme chorus |line with no one ever
know ng who you are?

ROSALI ND
Consi dering the fact that 1’ve never been in a nusical, Denny, |
m ss the connection- -

DENNY
Ch, cone on, ratO
(Asi de to REBECCA)
Excuse nel] Rozzy.
(Back to ROSALI ND)
J’eezODon’t act dunb.

(KENNETH steps to the |iquor
tray and pours ROSALIND a gl ass
of white wine and hands it to
her)
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KENNETH
A gl ass of water, Denny?
DENNY
Sure, Ken. Not so nuch ice. It hurts ny teeth.
REBECCA
You shoul d see a dentist while you' re here, Uncle Dennis.
DENNY
(Laughing with a croaking

delivery)
Uncl e Denni s!?

(Turni ng on RGCSALI ND)
You hear that, Rozzy!? God, | don’t knowif | ought to be in-
sulted or not. It’s sodcorrect. |Is that the kind of thing you
think is mssing fromAmerican famly valuesUOcalling her uncle
“Uncl e Dennis” rather than “Denny” or just “Unckie”? And what the
hell is famly values? 1Is it sonme kind of |aw parents |ay down on
their kids?

ROSALI ND
We're tal king about issues that focus on the nuclear famly.
We’'re tal king about the relationship between parents and their
chil dren- -

DENNY
Li ke the relationship we didn’'t have with our parents? That neans
we had no fam |y val ues.

ROSALI ND
We had strong famly val ues, Dennylthey just went over your head.

DENNY
Wiy do | always get blamed for everything?

ROSALI ND

You don’tOdidn’"t. You always brought things on yourself. But
when we speak of famly values, we are tal king about such things
as what happens to the fam |y where divorce, single parents, edu-
cation--

DENNY

Education? | went two years to a conmunity coll egelbut you got
to go to Harvard.

VI VI ANE
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Education here is referring, as an exanple, to teenagers who don’'t
finish high school. Teenage girls who get pregnant because they
are sexually active but haven’t been educated- -

DENNY
They’'re sluts! It ain’t gonna nmake no difference what kind of a
famly they come from

REBECCA

Are you saying that because Ivy and | are teenager girls, we sleep
around?

DENNY
You said it, | didn't--

EDNA
But you did say it, Denny.

DENNY
No, | didn't.

CORNEL
Afraid you made a generalized statenent--

DENNY
What’ s that nmean?

VI VI ANE

Putting everyone in the sane basket of | oose norals.

REBECCA
Fam |y patterns that were present in the household fifty years ago

no longer existOfor the nost partUnckie. You used to have

not hers, fathers, sisters, brothers, grand-parents, aunts and un-
cles all living together in the sane house. But since the 60s,
attitudes and conduct toward the famly unit started changing. O
all nmy friends, |I’m probably the only one who’s |ucked out with
being raised in a tight, loving nuclear famly. Everything in-
tact.

| VY
Yeah-—But there are the exceptions, M. Cryer. You know, where
there’ s the single-parent household with strong values? |’ m one

of those exceptions.
(BECKY gi ves |IVY “thunbs up”

(DENNY does not understand what
the girls are saying; HE turns
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back to ROSALI ND)

DENNY
We never knew our grandparents, did we?

ROSALI ND
No. Qur maternal and paternal grandparents died before we were
bor n.

DENNY
( Bef uddl ed)
YeahOthat’s right. Mmand Dad wereJerJorphans in a scary
world. A world full of horrible nonsters!
(Desperately)
They had | ovelonce. D dn't they have | ove, once?

ROSALI ND
They were only children. That was what they had in conmon.
EDNA
| don’t think that we can go backwardOonly forward, devel oping
new standards for the famly. |1’msure that in spite of the

changes in the famly, nost want a famly life that consists of
marri age and chil dren.

ROSALI ND
Per haps, a broader structure is called for .?

VI VI ANE
How do you nean?

ROSALI ND
| don’t have any idea, Viviane. Al | knowis that with this two-
year appointnment, | am supposed to find a way for the arts to de-
fine where the famly is going. After all, we’ ve been told from

the tine of the Greeks that art reflects lifeObut it al so enbod-
ies and nolds our attitudes--

DENNY
(M ffed)
And t hey picked you because you're so perfect. Right?
KENNETH
Rosal i nd has been able to successfully balance a threefold life-
style, DennyOw fe, nother and career woman. 1In all ways, she has

actualized a perfect world.



82

ROSALI ND
Thank you, darling. But remenber that certain frailties that make
us human can al so pull the carpet out fromunder our snug little
feet.

KENNETH
(Teasi ngly)
“Beware the fall of the arrogant,” in other words?
DENNY
(To 1'VY)
You telling ne that a perfect world is sort of a teameffort?
I VY
YesUOli ke in baseball --
DENNY
(Defiantly)

It don’t always work out |ike that--

VI VI ANE
Vell Othere is always the occasional rotten apple ...

ROSALI ND
The ideal, of course, is to develop a forumfor the arts that
stress thenes of strong Anerican values—ind a way to strengthen
the nuclear famly systemw thout harm ng individuality and ca-
reer-choi ces- -

DENNY
GodO t he damm wonen’ s rights thing--
ROSALI ND
No. Not at all. You' re mssing the point--
DENNY
Calling nme stupid again?
ROSALI ND

No, Denny. OhOyou're reacting the way you al ways did when we
wer e ki ds--

DENNY
How was t hat ?

ROSALI ND
O fensively.
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DENNY
Maybe it’s because you think you' re such hot shit!?

KENNETH
Wat ch your tongue, Denny.

DENNY
What ' ya gonna do about it, M. Lawer? Cut ny tongue out?

EDNA
You know, | never stayed hone when Kenneth was growi ng up. |
worked. And we didn’t have your large famly unit either. Nei-
ther did ny MotherOparticularly after World War 11, when she dis-

covered she |iked being out in the real world, working and earning
her own noney. Neither she nor | had any intentions of being the
not her who stayed hone. It didn't hurt ne and it certainly didn't
hurt Kenneth. Didit, Kenneth?

KENNETH
(Slightly anmused)
No, Mot her.
EDNA
Wl | Othere you are.
REBECCA

(To EDNA)
There were tinmes when | wi shed Momwas sinply a wife and
not her Jal t hough | can’t quite see her baking and dusting furni-
ture--

ROSALI ND
( Shocked)
You woul d have wanted ne at home—al |l of the tinme?

REBECCA
(To ROSALI ND)
Yes[sonetimes. But, at |east, you ve been here during the days
and on the night the theatre is dark. O course, you don’t get up
until eleven in the norning. |I'min school at that time. But
you' re up when | get home at four--

ROSALI ND
Why have you never said anything before?

VI VI ANE
Because she di scovered science before she discovered you sl ept
| at e- -



REBECCA
Dad was here in the evenings. Then, | guess it was just nornmal
for our famly unit.

DENNY
What about Jesse Janes?

CORNEL

(Baffl ed)

Jesse Janes ...?

DENNY
He came fromone of these fam |y things--

REBECCA
Nucl ear.

DENNY

YeahO but he becane an outl aw.

(Everyone but REBECCA is confused
by this remark)

REBECCA
There was a civil war, and certain econom cal and social situa-
tions influenced how he turned out--
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DENNY
You sound |ike a damm politician.
REBECCA
| do? |In what way?
DENNY
Politicians always turn things around to their advantage.
REBECCA
" mnot turning anything around to ny advantage. |'monly trying

to make you understand that there isn't a sinple answer to what
makes a nodern famly as opposed to what it was in the past--

DENNY
Shit!

KENNETH
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Denny, |I’mnot going to ask you again to watch your tongue--
DENNY
Listen to the way she talks. It ain’t natural--

(RUBY enters)

RUBY
Excuse nme, but the tel ephone was ringing. It woke ne. | hope you
don’t mnd but | answered it. It was fromthe hospital, M. Lion-
heart.
DENNY
(Startl ed)

VWho are you? Wiere in the hell did you pop up fronf

ROSALI ND
This is Ms. Ruby Young-Sternlight, an aide from Washington. She is
st ayi ng- -

DENNY
“An aide from Washington”? They’ ve actually sent you an aide?
(A rude | augh)
You gonna get secret service agents, too?

KENNETH
What about the call fromthe hospital, M. Young-Sternlight?
RUBY
It was froma Dr. Pierson. He said “the baby died”--
DENNY
Baby? What baby?
VI VI ANE
Kennet h found an abandoned baby on his way home this evening.
CORNEL
It was dunped in a trash bin on the sidewal k- -
| VY
The unbilical cord was still attached.
KENNETH

| went with the paranmedics to the hospital Ol asked to be notified
on the baby’s condition--



EDNA
(Sniffling)
OhOthe poor little thing.

(DENNY suddenly turns on EDNA,
angrily yelling:)

DENNY
Wy in the hell are you whinpering about some damm baby that’s
been dunped in a garbage bin!?

(RUBY starts to exit but DENNY
goes to her and pulls her back
into the room HE notions for
her to sit on the couch. SHE

does)

ROSALI ND
(Repel | ed)
Denny- -

(HE pivots in on ROSALI ND)

DENNY
VWhat about ne!? What about ne!?

ROSALI ND
(Chal | engi ng him
What about you?

DENNY
You abandoned ne and you never even blinked an eyelid.

ROSALI ND
| “abandoned” you? Where’d you ever cone up with such an idea?

DENNY
You went away to coll ege and never canme back

ROSALI ND
Going to college was hardly an act of abandonnent, Denny--

DENNY
You left ne al one.
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ROSALI ND
You had everything to yourself for the first time in your life.

It’s exactly what you wantedld Mom Dad and the tree house--

DENNY
Monma di ed when you was at Harvard!

KENNETH
Denny, | think you better cal m down--

(KENNETH steps in, putting a
hand on DENNY' S arm  DENNY
shakes hi m of f)

DENNY
Hands of f, big tinme | awer!

ROSALI ND
| won’t be blaned for your weaknesses, Denny--

DENNY
" myour brother. You re supposed to watch out for ne. Mnmma
said that--

ROSALI ND
She never said anything of the kindnor Dad--
DENNY
Because you’re ol der, you re supposed to watch out for ne.
ROSALI ND
We each have our own |ives--
DENNY

Momma Dad ...

(HE | ooks from side to side,
di straught and di sori ent ed)

ROSALI ND
They’ re not here any |onger, Denny. They’ ve been gone for years--

(DENNY runs his fingers through
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his hair; HE is suddenly very
conf used)

DENNY
| gotta go hO hone.

(HE | ooks over at ROSALI ND
pure hatred flashing out of
hi s eyes)

You left me alone with those mani acs!

(Again, HE runs his fingers
his hair)

| wanted to go to Harvard, too, but they said ny grades were no
good. | had to go to a cormmunity college. |If | hadn’'t been spot-

ted by that scout

(HE st ops)
ROSALI ND
You’ ve never been able to handle the responsibility of taking care
of yourself. |It’s why you ve stayed in basebal | O Needi ng soneone

totell you what to dodto do things for you. It’s like the mli-

tary for lots of peoplela place that feeds, boards and takes ful
responsibility for their lives--

DENNY
You’ve had all the breaks! Wy you? Wy not ne?

ROSALI ND
| can’t answer that. Perhaps we nake our own opportunities, or
t he opportunities find us--

DENNY
You owe me, rat-face--

ROSALI ND
| don’t owe you anything, Denny. There is alimt to being one’s
keeper. |1’ve never felt obligated to be yours--
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DENNY
You're ny sisterdyou gotta be responsible for ne--
ROSALI ND
(Losi ng her tenper)
No! |’mnot responsible for you! What are you up to!? Wy are

you trying to lay this guilt on nme!?

KENNETH
(Startled by her aninopsity)

Rosalind ...?
DENNY
You al ways were a col d-bl ooded bitch

(KENNETH steps in between them

KENNETH
Al'l right, Denny. CQbviously you ve cone here tonight for no other
purpose than to pick at old bones--

(DENNY turns to CORNEL. In the
meant i me, ROSALI ND regai ns her

conmposure)
DENNY
What kind of a | awer are you, Cornel?
CORNEL
Di vorce cases--
DENNY

Good noney in it?

(SUNNY enters with a corked
bottle of red wi ne and pl aces
it on the liquor tray)

CORNEL
Excel l ent noney. Over fifty percent of marriages end in divorce.

DENNY
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That many?

CORNEL
Probably nore. | stopped |ooking at the statistics years ago.

(DENNY turns to KENNETH)

DENNY
And you, Ken? Divorce cases, too?

KENNETH
No. WIIls, estates and trusts.

DENNY
HeyO no nurder cases?

KENNETH
No. That’s not the firms area of expertise--

(SUNNY starts to exit)

DENNY

Tell Sunny to stay, Ken. | got sonething to sayldsonething very,
very inportant.

(There is something very cold in
the way HE says this. KENNETH
nods to SUNNY to take a seat
next to RUBY. SHE does so)

You're all full of little red antsfOnone of you got no idea what
you' re tal ki ng about.

(HE gives out one of his grisly,
unnervi ng | aughs)

You all have been so eager on knowi ng what | was doing in the

Sout h China Sea, haven't you? | was in prison. WellOa prison of
a sort. It was nore |like a goddamm concentrati on canp.
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CORNEL
Wy ?

DENNY
Ganbl i ng debts.
(Turns on ROSALI ND)
| woul dn’t have been there if you' d sent ne the noney | asked for.

But you never even wote backddidn't even ask why | wanted the
nmoney. | made a couple of bad calls and got kicked out of base-
ball. It was when | was coaching in Taiwan. | got out of Tai-

wanOfirst plane out of Taipei. It went to Jakartallbut these
Chi nese guys had pretty good connections down there. Next thing I
know, I'min some kind of island stockade!

(HE | ooks around, his eyes

darting about the room
There were pirates in this canp. Pirates! That’'s what they said
they wereObut they was filthy mani acs! They beat nme up sonet hing

terrible, then raped ne. For a long tine, one of ‘emused nme over
and over. Then, when he got tired of ne, another one took ne

over[d1l just kept being passed around. 10l got AIDS. Wy keep a
dead man in prison? Wy feed a dying man? They let nme out with a
one-way ticket to the USA. Said |I'd done ny tinme. They put ne on

a boat tolsome place on the west coast of the Philippines.

CORNEL

Mani | a?
DENNY

No Maybe it was sonewhere else. | was in a hospital
EDNA

On Taiwan? You said you flew back from Tai pei ?
DENNY

(To RCSALI ND)
You didn't even wite back, rat-face--

(REBECCA steps angrily forward)

REBECCA
| told you not to call Momthat--

(DENNY suddenly grabs REBECCA
around t he neck. KENNETH noves



forward but DENNY pulls a
revol ver fromunder his sweat
shirt. He waves it toward
KENNETH)

DENNY
Back, M. Lawyer.

ROSALI ND
(Appal I ed and fri ghtened)
Denny, what are you doing? Don’t hurt her--

DENNY
Scared, rat-face? Good, cause |’ve been scared for so |ong.
(Crying out)
Nowl I just want to go home. To be buried, rat-face. To be bur-
ied in the famly plot. But when | canme here tonight, | wasn’t

sure what to do. But the sacrificial |anbsOThey nmake a | ot of
sacrifices to spirits and gods over in Asia. They sacrifice al
ki nds of things--

(Crying out, HE puts the barrel

of the revolver to REBECCA S

head)

God/71 don’t want to di e al onel!l

REBECCA
(Scream ng, she reaches out for
ROSALI ND)
Momma ...

(Suddenly, COLBY enters with
hi s boom box resounding. It
cat ches DENNY of f-guard. HE

pi vots toward COLBY. REBECCA
shoves DENNY away and ROSALI ND
rushes at DENNY, com ng between
hi m and t he audi ence the nonent
HE hits agai nst a piece of
furniture. There is a shot.
ROSALI ND st eps back as DENNY
slips to his knees. Then HE
falls to the floor, face forward

(ROSALIND turns toward the
audi ence. SHE is holding the
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revol ver awkwardly in her hands,
unsure and frightened

( REBECCA goes to her nother

as COLBY turns off the boom
box. VIVI ANE, EDNA, SUNNY and
RUBY stand but it is VIVIANE
who goes to COLBY)

VI VI ANE

How d you know, Col by?

| didn't. Not unti

| just couldn’t

Sunny, would you cal

| et

(CORNEL and KENNETH step to
ROSALI ND and REBECCA)

COLBY
| got to the door. Then | heard him

(HE points to DENNY' S prone
body. Then HE | ooks over at
REBECCA, flashing a weak snile)

Becky neet the New Year w thout ne!

(I'n the nmeantine, CORNEL draws
a handkerchi ef from his pocket
and takes the revolver from
ROSALI ND, whi |l e KENNETH kneel s
by DENNY' S body and feels for
a pul se)

KENNETH

down to security? Tell M. Anderson to
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t el ephone the police. Tell himthere has been a shootinglda fatal

shoot i ng.

( SUNNY exits)

( BLACKOUT)



END OF ACT I
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EPI LOGUE

SETTI NG A few days later. The apron of the
stage and directly in front of the
curtain.

AT Rl SE: A single spotlight opens on ROSA-

LIND. SHE stands behind a speaker’s
podium SHE | ooks out at the

audi ence and wi thout the use of

not es, SHE speaks and speaks quite
sol eml y.

RCSALI ND

None of us are infallibleldand none of us should be so secure or
conplacent in our lives to feel imune to our nortal shortconi ngs.
| have been appointed Director of the Commi ssion on the Enhance-
ment of Fam |y Values through the Arts. Up to a few days ago,
felt secure in accepting this two-year position. An unexpected
personal tragedy on New Year’'s Eve awakened nme to question ny
qualifications as the one to head this conm ssion. Reality broke
into nmy world on New Year’s Eve and stripped ne of nmy confort and
confidence. AmI| indeed the one for this position? Am| indeed a
perfect role nodel? Yes. | have managed to successfully juggle
the roles of wife, nother and actress over the |ast eighteen

yearsObut until a few days ago, | was unaware, if not blind, to
certain fallacies in ny seemngly perfect world. At first, | felt

it would be best to turn down this directorshipldbut my husband
t hought that | was still the best person for the job. “Wser but

sadder,” as the saying goesObut also, |ess sure. How do we find
a way through the arts to search out and establish suggested way's
for re-structuring famly values? Are we being sanctinonious in
even thinking we can or should do this? How can we set up a forum
whose nain intent is to return Arerica to a strong famly val ue
systenf? Should we do this? | need the guidance of the Anerican
public. Tell me what | should do in this inperfect world.

( BLACKOUT)
END OF THE PLAY
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Endnote:

! Quatrain LXIX in the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. Rendered into English Verse by Edward Fitzgerald. Doubleday
& Company, Inc. Garden City, New York. 1952. This edition of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam 1is in the Public
Domain via Carol Christiansen, Doubleday Permissions Department, 1540 Broadway, New York City, NY 10036.



